Ohio Association of Physician Assistants

Board of Directors Meeting

June 25, 2011
A regularly scheduled meeting of the OAPA Board of Directors convened at the Rusty Bucket Restaurant in Columbus, OH on June 25, 2011.  Present were board members Ashworth, Boyd, Dombrowski, Eulberg, Fry, Updyke and Wampler.  Also present were Josanne Pagel, GARC Chair, Melissa Bowlby, GARC, Megan Nordquist from Mt. Union and OAPA Executive Director Beth Adamson..  Not present were board members Barmasse, Etheart, Goodrich, Logan, Martino, Talboo and Thompson.  A quorum was present.
President Eulberg called the meeting and asked for a review of the minutes from March 31, 2011.  Ms. Wampler moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Dombrowski seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Boyd reviewed the May 2011 financial statement noting that nothing was out of the ordinary with regard to income and expenses.  Mr. Dombrowski moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. Wampler seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

In regional reports, Mr. Dombrowski of Region 2 advised he is trying to coordinate a joint dinner meeting with Region 1, Ms. Wampler of Region asked to organize linking the OAPA website with Facebook and Twitter and Mr. Eulberg reported that Region 6 had a dinner meeting recently and there was interest in learning more about the PA legislation.  Ms. Nordquist reported that Mt. Union won an award at AAPA.
The board reviewed minutes from the membership committee meeting and discussed a membership drive.  Ms. Boyd moved to send a postcard to non-members with a call to join.  Mr. Fry seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Pagel reported that the May Statehouse Day was successful.  Three PA programs were there but there was very little traffic during the afternoon.  Quite a few legislators attended the reception and OAPA had set up 6 meetings with legislators during the day.  Representatives Wachtmann and Gonzales spoke briefly.
Ms. Bowlby reported that she is the OAPA representative to AAPA’s STARS group and participated on a conference call.  This group is dealing with reimbursement issues and has made PA recognition by providers a priority.  

Ms. Pagel advised that the PA bill will be introduced the week of June 27 with Representatives Gonzales and Letson as sponsors.  The budget bill contains language recognizing PAs in Medicaid.  The APN Schedule II bill was voted out of committee.
Representative Wachtmann and Gonzales are holding a fundraiser on July 21 at Marblehead and have asked the OAPA PAC for $5000.  A call for donations will need to be made.  There will be a fundraiser for the Legal Fund at the annual conference.  It will be a “Night at the Races.”

The Board reviewed philanthropy applications.  Ms. Boyd moved to donate $400 to the Toledo SAAAPA Victory Race.  Ms. Wampler seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.  Mr. Eulberg moved to select the University of Toledo Clinic as the 2011 Philanthropic Cause.  Mr. Fry seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Adamson had distributed a revised policy manual but it was recommended that an ad hoc committee review it before the next meeting.  Ms. Boyd, Mr. Eulberg and Mr. Fry volunteered to be on the committee.
The issue of sending a letter to the Independent Payment Advisory Board was tabled until a draft letter could be reviewed.

Ms. Adamson advised that Mr. Ballinger had been appointed to the PAPC to replace Mr. Bowen as his term had expired.

Mr. Fry gave a summary of actions taken at the AAPA House of Delegates.  He also advised that he would like to introduce a resolution that would offer HOD delegates a reduced registration fee for the AAPA conference as they spend a considerable amount of time in the HOD and not getting CME.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on October 13, 2011prior to the annual conference  in Columbus.
