Ohio Association of Physician Assistants

Board of Directors Meeting

October 13, 2011
A regularly scheduled meeting of the OAPA Board of Directors convened at the Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin, OH on October 13, 2011.  Present were board members Boyd, Dombrowski, Eulberg, Etheart, Fry, Goodrich, Talboo, Thompson, Updyke and Wampler.  Also present were Josanne Pagel, GARC Chair, Melissa Bowlby, GARC, John Trimbath, Greg Lestini of Bricker and Eckler and OAPA Executive Director Beth Adamson..  Not present were board members Ashworth, Logan and Martino.  A quorum was present.
President Thompson called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Pagel and Mr. Lestini to report on current legislative activities.  They reviewed the status of a number of bills including HB62, HB303, SB129, SB141, HB259 and the APN Schedule II bill, SB83.

They advised that the PA bill, HB284, had received two hearings in the House Health Committee and are expecting the third hearing to be after the November elections.  A Senate version will be introduced soon and it is slightly different from the House version.

President Thompson next asked for a review of the minutes from June 25, 2011.  Mr. Etheart moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Ms. Boyd seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Thompson advised that she attended the OAFP annual meeting and distributed her comments.  The board discussed the importance of having liaisons with the physician academies and Mr. Goodrich volunteered to be a liaison with Ohio ACEP.  It was suggested that OAPA attend the various annual meetings and exhibit.  Ms. Wampler volunteered to look at the current OAPA exhibit and make recommendations for updates.
Mr. Fry reviewed the September 2011 financial statement noting that nothing was out of the ordinary with regard to income and expenses.  Ms, Boyd moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. Wampler seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

In regional reports, Mr. Goodrich of Region 1 advised he had a Team Health only meeting.  Mr. Dombrowski of Region 2 advised he is planning a dinner meeting in November.  Ms. Talboo of Region 3 advised that she had a dinner meeting and the turnout was disappointing.  She and several other PAs attended a dinner meeting with Representative Letson.  Ms. Wampler of Region 4 held a dinner meeting recently and attendance was good.  She has also set up Facebook and LinkedIn accounts for OAPA.  Ms. Updyke of Region 6 reported that she is arranging a meeting with Representative Michael Henne.
Ms. Adamson reported that 1400 postcards were mailed for the membership drive and 10 new memberships were received.  She recommended that at least one more postcard be sent.  Ms. Boyd moved to send out a second postcard.  Ms. Talboo seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Thompson suggested that OAPA offer a multiple year discounted membership.  There was discussion on whether or not employers would be able to do this.  Mr. Eulberg moved to offer $400 dues for 3 years.  Mr. Etheart seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.  The board suggested that the discounted rate be offered on the postcard.

After some discussion on whether or not the postcard wording should go to a committee, Mr. Eulberg  moved to have Mr. Adamson design the postcard.  Ms. Updyke seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Adamson referred to the summaries of three companies that would like OAPA to use their job and career boards.  There would be a link from the OAPA website.  Discussion took place on selling banners and charging for out of state ads.  This issue was sent to the Website Committee (Boyd, Dombrowski and Wampler) for review and recommendations.

Ms. Pagel advised that she participated in a taping for “Career Education” that will be used in Cleveland High Schools.  Mr. Eulberg advised that he is participating in Career Day in Dayton.  The PR Committee needs to discuss PR options and work on the exhibit.  
The board learned that OSU and the University of Dayton will be opening programs over the next few years.  A revised list of PA shadow volunteers is needed.
Mr. Fry reported that the PAPC recommended a model supervisory plan for cryotherapy in dermatology offices only.  They are now going to look at other specialty model plans, too.  Ms. Pagel suggested they research a 2004 consent agreement that CCF submitted to the Medical Board.
Ms. Bowlby reported that she is the OAPA representative to AAPA’s STARS group and participated on a conference call.  This group is dealing with reimbursement issues and has made PA recognition by providers a priority. 
Ms. Adamson gave an update on the Annual Conference reporting that 150 have registered.  Ms. Pagel advised that the Pharmacology Conference is scheduled for April 20-21, 2012 and the agenda has been finalized.

The board discussed the 2012 student conference and decided to get input from the program directors at the dinner that evening.  Ms. Pagel advised that the Executive Director of the Pharmacist Association is willing to speak.  

The ad hoc committee (Boyd, Eulberg and Fry) that is reviewing the policy manual had not completed the task and asked that this be discussed at the next meeting.
Ms. Adamson advised that there is a trend for Pre-PA clubs being formed in undergraduate schools.  This was referred to the PR Committee for recommendations on how OAPA can become involved.  Ms. Pagel volunteered to have her PowerPoint on the subject be put on the website.
Ms. Adamson distributed information on social media for the board to review.  Ms. Thompson volunteered to use Twitter during the conference.  Ms. Wampler will go to the OAPA office to give instruction on the maintenance of Facebook and LinkedIn.
Ms. Pagel announced that she is a candidate for AAPA Secretary/Treasurer.  AAPA is now charging constituent chapters for staff to speak at conferences.  AAPA has its first female CEO.  There is a petition circulating the change the name of physician assistant to physician associate.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on January 21, 2012  in Columbus.
