Ohio Association of Physician Assistants

Board of Directors Meeting

April 19, 2012
A regularly scheduled meeting of the OAPA Board of Directors convened at the Sheraton Suites in Cuyahoga Falls, OH on April 19, 2012.  Present were board members Ashworth, Boyd, Dombrowski, Etheart, Eulberg, Fry, Goodrich, and Thompson.  Also present were Bob Zaayer,  Josanne Pagel, GARC Chair, Melissa Bowlby, GARC,and OAPA Executive Director Beth Adamson.  Not present were board members Logan, Martino, Talboo, Wampler and Updyke.  A quorum was present.
After introductions, President Thompson next asked for a review of the minutes from March 3, 2012.  Ms. Boyd moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Etheart seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
In regional reports Mr. Goodrich of Region 1 advised he has two dinners scheduled and Mr. Dombrowski said that the last dinner in Region 2 was attended by twenty people.

Student Representative Ms. Ashworth did not have a report but was asked about student attendance at the recent AAPA Capitol Connection.  There weren’t any students from Ohio present.  She felt that it was probably a lack of communication about the event and SAAAPA should be promoting it to students.

Ms. Adamson reviewed the recommendations for job ad sizes on the website and by consensus the Board decided to charge $50 for a small add, $100 for a medium ad and $500 for a large ad for 30 days.
Mr. Fry reviewed the March 2012 financial statement noting that nothing was out of the ordinary with regard to income and expenses.  Ms, Boyd moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Dombrowski seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

Ms. Pagel, GAC Chair, reported that HB284 is out of the Health Committee but has not yet been sent to the House Floor.  OAPA was successful, with the assistance of Representatives Gonzales and Letson, to get an amendment for Schedule II and the Formulary in the Mid-Biennium Budget Review bill, HB487.  She also reported that OAPA has been approached by the APNs for inclusion in HB284 for pronouncing death.
The Medicaid rules were posted for comment and OAPA and many others (CCF, OSU, AAPA) provided comments.  The currently proposed rules do not include surgery first assist and only reimburse at 85%.

Ms. Pagel closed her report advising the Representative Gonzales will have a fundraiser this summer and OAPA members should attend.  A donation will be made from the PAC.

The Board reviewed the slate of candidates for the upcoming election.  Mr. Goodrich was added as a Region 1 Director and the Region 7 seat does not have a candidate.

The draft Policy Manual was reviewed.  Discussion took place on the Hudson Award section with a debate over eligibility for the Award.  Ms. Boyd moved to accept the draft policy manual with the exception of the Hudson Award section.  Mr. Fry seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.  The Hudson Award section will be revised and come back to the board at a later date.

Ms. Pagel reviewed resolutions that will come before the AAPA HOD in May.  The board was in agreement with the E-Vote, split in their opinion on elections, in agreement with opposition to specialty certification, a guide for medical staff and the 10 year exam pilot project.  They were opposed to the title change but approved creating a task force.
Mr. Zaayer has been representing OAPA at recent GOCAT meetings that are addressing opiate issues.  The group has released a final version and has invited a limited number of groups to endorse it. Along with the OSMA, Ohio ACEP, OOA, OPA and OHA, OAPA has been asked.   Mr. Fry moved to endorse the guidelines.  Mr. Dombrowski seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Mr. Trimbath reported that he has had a 31% response to the Prescriptive Authority Survey that went out to 1700 PAs recently.  The deadline for participating was extended to encourage more responses.

Ms. Adamson advised that the Medical Board appointed Melissa Bowlby to the PAPC and reappointed Jim Fry, also.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on Saturday, July 7, 2012 at 10:30 AM at the Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin, OH.
