Ohio Association of Physician Assistants

Board of Directors Meeting

March 3, 2012
A regularly scheduled meeting of the OAPA Board of Directors convened at the Rusty Bucket Restaurant in Columbus, OH on March 3, 2012.  Present were board members Ashworth, Boyd, Eulberg, Goodrich, Logan. Talboo, Thompson, and Wampler.  Also present were State Representative Anne Gonzales, Bob Zaayer, Josanne Pagel, GARC Chair, Melissa Bowlby, GARC, Scott Cackler, Website Committee, Jessica Klaus, Mt. Union Student and OAPA Executive Director Beth Adamson.  Not present were board members Dombrowski, Etheart, Fry, Martino and Updyke.  A quorum was present.
After introductions, President Thompson next asked for a review of the minutes from October 13, 2011.  Ms. Boyd moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Goodrich seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Adamson  reviewed the February 2012 financial statement noting that nothing was out of the ordinary with regard to income and expenses.  Ms, Boyd moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. Wampler seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

In regional reports, Mr. Goodrich of Region 1 advised he will be planning some dinners later this year.  Ms. Talboo of Region 3 also advised she will have meetings in the future.  Ms. Wampler of Region 4 advised that a dinner meeting was held recently and was well attended.  PAs in attendance were interested in the CPT survey and the speaker at that dinner is organizing a Journal Club.
Mr. Zaayer has been representing OAPA at recent GOCAT meetings that are addressing opiate issues.  Emergency Departments had been identified as sources of concern and the group is developing guidelines for both prescribers and patients on proper prescription practice.  The group will release a final draft for all interested parties to sign on.  Mr. Zaayer hopes to have the document for the Board to consider at the April board meeting.
Ms. Ashworth, the student representative, reported that she attended the student conference and found it helpful.  One recommendation would be to have the conference be on a single day.  She also asked if OAPA could help identify speakers to go to the PA programs.

Ms. Adamson advised that the first two membership campaign postcards brought in 13 new members.  She recommended that a third be sent out and said that the consultant could write the copy.  By consensus the Board agreed to have this done.

Mr. Cackler reported that the Website Committee had reviewed three proposals for a career board on the OAPA website and recommended working with TCS Software in developing a banner program for revenue and also begin charging recruiters.  Ms. Boyd moved to accept the website committee’s recommendation.  Ms. Logan seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Adamson summarized the work that the exhibit committee and pre-PA committee have been doing.  It might be wise to investigate the cost to buy a new, more manageable exhibit and she will have the committee look into it.  It was suggested that returning veterans be included in the pre-PA activities.
Ms. Pagel, GAC Chair, reported that HB284 passed out of the House Committee along party lines because of a controversial amendment concerning birth control devices that Chair Wachtmann added at the last minute.  The bill will hopefully go to the full House in mid-March.

Representative Anne Gonzales, Co-sponsor of HB284, joined the group and gave an overview of  the Bill’s progress and assured the Board that she would do what she could to see that it moves forward.  Several members of the Board advised that any prohibition on a PA scope of practice will cause the loss of PA jobs.

Ms. Pagel reported that she had met twice with Medicaid and OAPA will be invited to give input into the draft rules.  The rules are due to be finalized before June 30, 2012.

Ms. Bowlby reported that she is the OAPA representative to AAPA’s STARS group and participated on a number of conference calls.  This group has been asked to contact 3rd party payors that recognize and don’t recognize PAs to gather information.  It was suggested that OAPA Directors could assist with the calls and will be given the questionnaire to use on the calls.
ODJFS has suggested that a Reimbursement Seminar might be helpful after the Medicaid rules are adopted.  Ms. Pagel has contacted Mr. Powe at AAPA and the seminar will be scheduled for sometime after July 1.

Ms. Adamson gave an update on the 2012 student conference and expressed disappointment in the mostly negative evaluations from the students.  OAPA spent $17,000 on the conference that could have gone toward lobbying for HB284.  It is likely that OAPA will run out of reserves by the end of 2012.
The board discussed the 2013 student conference and decided to make a final decision after discussing it with the program directors at the dinner in April.  Mr. Eulberg moved to notify the Program Directors that discussion will be had on a proposal that would have OAPA donating administrative time and office expenses for the 2013 conference and would have the PA Programs equally split the location expenses.  Ms. Wampler seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Thompson advised that a new organization in Ohio, COHCA, has been formed to advocate for APNs, PAs, and pharmacists on health care issues.  They have been invited to give a brief presentation at the April board meeting.  They are looking for OAPA support and also for access to OAPA members to solicit them to join COHCA.
Ms. Adamson had the Board review a proposal from NeedyMeds to supply discount prescription drug cards to Ohio patients.  The California Academy is already participating and have been very happy with the public relations as a result.  OAPA would provide labor and mailing costs to distribute the cards and will receive $0.25 for each time the card is used by a patient.  Ms. Wampler moved to participate in the NeedyMeds program.  Mr. Goodrich seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Ms. Adamson reviewed the proposed 2012 Budget advising that two conferences, the reimbursement and Fiscal and Ethical, that are not reflected in the budget but will have a positive impact.  She also advised that if everything happens to budget, the Association will use all of its reserves by the end of 2012.  Ms. Talboo moved to adopt the 2012 Budget.  Mr. Goodrich seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
The board discussed conference registration and membership dues and asked that the conference rates for non-members include the membership fee in it.  They should be given the option of having a membership or not.

Ms. Thompson  reviewed an invitation from AAPA to co-brand on patient literature.  Ms. Talboo moved to approve co-branding with AAPA.  Mr. Eulberg seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

Ms. Thompson advised the she, Ms. Pageal and Ms. Adamson met with the OSMA Board in January to discuss the proposed workshop and joint statement.  A majority of the time was spent answering their questions with regard to HB284 but they did say they would consider our request and get back to us.  Since the meeting they have asked if we can draft a joint statement for them to consider as they were reluctant to have a full day workshop.  Ms. Pagel will have a draft for the Board in April.

Mr. Trimbath had submitted a proposed survey for Ohio PAs on their prescriptive authority.  Discussion took place on what would be done with the information and there were several suggestions for additional questions.  The consensus of the Board was to go ahead with the survey either internally or using an outside source.

Ms. Pagel reminded the Board that it is important to have an impairment committee and Ms. Logan volunteered.

In announcements, Ms. Adamson advised that there will be two open positions on the PAPC and she has notified the membership for applicants.  Ms. Pagel advised that OAPA member Raisa Polecek has been appointed to the AAPA Historical Society Board.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 19, 2012 at 2:00 PM at the Sheraton Suites in Cuyahoga Falls, just prior to the Pharmacology Conference..
