Ohio Association of Physician Assistants

Board of Directors Meeting

July 7, 2012
A regularly scheduled meeting of the OAPA Board of Directors convened at the Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin, OH on July 7, 2012.  Present in person were board  members Boyd, Cackler, Eulberg, Fry,  Homoki, Knoop, Mansell, Thompson and, via Skype, Trimbath.  Also present were Robert Wooten, Immediate Past President of AAPA, Josanne Pagel, GARC Chair, Melissa Bowlby, GARC and OAPA Executive Director Beth Adamson.  Not present were board members Gardner, Talboo and Wampler.  A quorum was present.
After introductions, President Boyd next asked for a review of the minutes from April 19, 2012.  Mr. Eulberg moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Ms. Thompson seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
There were no liaison reports and Ms. Thompson volunteered to be the OAFP liaison and to also attend their Annual Conference.
In regional reports Ms. Mansell of Region 1 advised that a recent dinner was well attended.  Ms. Homoki, Region 2 Director, said that she will be coordinating a dinner with Region 1.  Mr. Eulberg of Region 6 advised they will be scheduling a meet and greet later this summer.  Ms. Knoop of Region 7 said she has talked to several pharmaceutical reps and will be scheduling dinners soon.  Ms. Adamson advised that Tri-C/CSU will advise the name of the student rep as soon as it is confirmed.
Ms. Boyd told the board that OAPA has been approached to promote a book on a PA that perished in combat.  By consensus the board recommended that it be put on the website, in the newsletter and that the author be invited to have a free table at the fall conference to sell the book.
Ms. Adamson reviewed a summary of job site activity since OAPA began charging for ad space in mid-June.  A comparison to 2011 is needed.

The board discussed the lack of interest in the Diversity Committee.  Mr. Wooten discussed the need to recruit for leadership through the committee process, not just for committee involvement.  AAPA has a Diversity Committee and may be able to recommend someone from Ohio that has shown an interest.  The board then suggested that this could be a topic of discussion in the New Generation Task Force.  Ms. Pagel advised that Mr. Gonzales from CCF could give cultural competence talks when needed.  Mr. Wooten encouraged OAPA to do this as the Affordable Health Care Program will bring new patients from diverse backgrounds.
The board reviewed the proposed consensus statement with the OSMA. This had gone out previously for an email vote but a quorum did not respond.  Mr. Eulberg moved to approve the statement.  Ms. Thompson seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.  OAPA will now organize a photo session to produce materials to send to Ohio media outlets.
Ms. Pagel, GAC Chair, reported that the Ohio General Assembly is on recess until after the November elections.  HB284 is still pending assignment to the House floor and SB276 has not yet received Sponsor testimony in the Senate.  Schedule II language in HB487 was removed in the Senate and did not survive conference committee.  OAPA will meet with OSMB over the summer to discuss 2013 language that would remove the list from the ORC.  OAPA anticipates the need to reintroduce legislation in 2013 and has language ready to send to LSC as soon as a sponsor can be identified.
Ms. Pagel also advised that she attended a Diversion Summit and recommended that the program be offered by OAPA.  The organizers have been contacted to provide programming on Friday, October 12 and, if possible, other groups will be invited to attend, including legislators.

The new Medicaid rules went into effect on July 1 and OAPA is holding a reimbursement seminar on August 10 that will cover the new rules.  A PA practice cannot submit a claim without a PA identification number and those are being issued by ODJFS.

Ms. Pagel advised that a fundraiser for the OAPA legal fund could be held on October 20 at the Kiddie Park Putt Putt Course.  It would be similar to a golf outing with prizes.  It would be limited to adults.  Mr. Cackler moved to hold the fundraiser.  Ms. Thompson seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Mr. Fry reviewed the June  2012 financial statement noting that nothing was out of the ordinary with regard to income and expenses.  Ms, Thompson moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. Knoop seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.

The board then discussed the 2013 student scholarships in light of the current financial situation.  Either fundraising is needed or the number of scholarships needs to be reduced.  It was questioned why each program needs a scholarship.  Mr. Eulberg moved to offer one $1000 scholarship in 2013 with students from all the Ohio programs eligible to apply.  Mr. Trimbath was opposed, the rest approved, the motion carried.  The Past Presidents Scholarship is a separate issue and will continue to be awarded by the Council using the money they raise.
Mr. Trimbath asked if OAPA was losing members and Ms. Adamson said that the membership has remained steady.  With regard to dues income as of June 2012, a comparison would need to be made to June 2011 to see if there is a significant change.  Mr. Trimbath commented that OAPA’s percentage of members as per the number of PAs in Ohio is less than that of AAPA.
Ms. Adamson advised that an additional delegate needs to be appointed for the 2013 HOD.  The board suggested that a call go out in the newsletter and then the board would appoint in October.  It would be a 1 year appointment with the remaining 2 years up for election in April 2013.
Mr. Trimbath reviewed summary information from the CTP survey.  The board discussed whether or not the information should be released outside the board.  By consensus it was decided to put the information on the website and advise the members it was available in the newsletter.

Mr. Trimbath gave a report on the first meeting of the New Generation PA Task Force explaining that it was held using the “Go to Meeting” electronic format.  It was decided to recognize students and first-time attendees at the fall conference by colored name badges.  Board members were encouraged to make contact with these folks during the cocktail reception.  An OAPA table was also suggested and Ms. Adamson will have the exhibit committee work on content.  Finally, a reduced rate for conference registration was suggested for first-time attendees but no action was taken.

Mr. Trimbath suggested an “Every Member Get a Member (EMGAM)” promotion with 1 year free dues to a PA that brings in 4 new members.  After some discussion it was decided to send out the 3rd postcard of the original membership drive.

It was suggested that board member profiles be put on the website.  Ms. Adamson will create a form and distribute it to the boar d members.  A photograph will also be requested.
Ms. Adamson reviewed a summary of the NeedyMeds program.  The board decided to wait until the October meeting to decide whether or not to order more cards.  Ms. Adamson will verify the statistics sent from NeedyMeds.

The PA Council at OSU Medical Center had requested $500 toward a breakfast during PA Week to educate other healthcare personnel on PAs.  After some discussion Mr. Eulberg moved to donate $500 to OSU.  Ms. Thompson seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
OAPA annually donates to the PA Foundation and a request has been received for 2012.  Mr. Fry moved to donate $100 to the PA Foundation.  Ms. Thompson seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Mr Trimbath requested that OAPA offer the annual conference programming via webinar.  It can be done using “Go to Meetings” for a $100 hosting charge.  Mr. Trimbath moved to offer the annual conference in a webinar format.  Mr. Eulberg seconded, there were none opposed, motion carried.
Mr. Wooten gave an update on AAPA activities and advised that the organization is working on a new strategic plan.  He advised that they are involved in “Joining Forces” which provides training and education on the invisible wounds of war for the veterans and their families.  He referred the board to healthcare statistics that are available on the AAPA website by state.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 11, 2012 at 2:00 PM at the Columbus Marriott Northwest in Dublin, OH.
