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MEET THE CANDIDATES
2013 OPTA Candidates for Election of Officers and Delegates
The OPTA Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following slate* of candidates of the 2013
elections. Additional nominations from the floor can be made during the Annual Membership Meeting at
the OPTA Annual Conference on April 13, 2013. Following closure of all nominations, election of all open
offices noted will be completed by electronic ballot immediately following the Annual Conference.
On behalf of the Chapter Membership, the Nominating Committee would like to express sincere
appreciation for the time and effort provided by all OPTA leaders to ensure that our organization is
successful in achieving its goals and objectives.

OPTA 2013 Slate of Candidates
President
Anthony DiFilippo, PT, DPT, MEd, OCS, CSCS
Director I
Scott Euype, PT, DPT, MHS, OCS
PTA Caucus Representative
Sanaz Armand Holcomb, PTA, BS
Laura Perkins, PTA, RS, BS
Delegates
Meredith Banhos, PT, DPT
Michael Bogden, PT, DPT
Susan Cotterman, PT
Jane Keehan PT, PhD, OCS
Chris Petrosino, PT, PhD
Deborah Riczo, DPT, Med
Lynzie Schulte, PT, DPT
Leslie Wolf, PT, DPT

*Candidate profiles and statements are available throughout the remainder of this document.

Name: Anthony DiFilippo, PT, DPT, MEd, OCS, CSCS
Position: Candidate for President
District: Northeast District
Member Since: 1990

Candidate Statement:
It has been my pleasure to serve you and the OPTA for the past two years as president, and I am very
excited to be running for a second term. I feel that I have accomplished many things during my first term
but have several issues that require my continued attention.
During my term as president, the OPTA has been awarded the APTA “Chapter of the Year” award, I have hired and am
working with a new executive director, and membership continues to grow to record numbers. I feel that I have given vision
and direction to our association and board that has or will benefit our profession.

Name: Scott Euype, PT, DPT, MHS, OCS
Position: Candidate for Director I
District: Northeast District
Member Since: 1985
Candidate Statement:
I am both excited and humbled to be nominated to serve as a Director for the OPTA. I have been involved
with the OPTA from a district level most of my career, and over the past six years. I have enjoyed being a
House Delegate and assisting with the OPTA Research Committee. I have had a variety of experiences;
as a clinician, an educator, and an administrator, all of which will enable me to serve as a director in
different facets of our state’s association.
I believe my strengths as a listener, as well as my ability to see issues from various perspectives, will provide much value
during OPTA Board meetings and with facilitating tasks to be done. I am honored to have been nominated, and look forward to
the opportunity to serve our members.

Name: Sanaz Armand Holcomb, PTA, BS
Position: Candidate for PTA Caucus Representative
District: Northeast District
Member Since: 1994
Candidate Statement:
My name is Sanaz Armand Holcomb and I am honored to run for PTA Caucus Representative for the Ohio
Chapter. As the current PTA Caucus Rep Alternate, I work closely with the Ohio Chapter Delegates in
representing PTAs in Ohio at the House of Delegates where decisions are made every year that directly
impact our scope of practice. During the last two years, I have had the opportunity to attend numerous
meetings which have included subject matters such as our involvement in the clinic as PTAs—including supervision, being the
primary providers of physical therapy under the supervision of the PTs, and voting to enable PTAs to have a full vote during
elections.
One of the areas I believe needs more attention is continued education to make ourselves more knowledgeable, as PTs have
changed their education to doctorate level programs we need to become more educated to help provide services under their
supervision. I also think it is crucial to continue negotiating with various insurers for reimbursement of our services. One of my
personal passions as a PTA has always been to increase involvement of PTAs in the APTA. I have the pleasure of speaking to
PTA programs regarding Benefits of Belonging to the APTA, and I am hopeful that with increase membership and involvement
we can only improve our practice and ensure our future as practicing PTAs. I thank you for taking the time to consider me as
your future PTA Caucus Representative.

Name: Laura Perkins, PTA, RS, BS
Position: Candidate for PTA Caucus Representative
District: Central District
Member Since: 2007
Candidate Statement:
It is an honor to be nominated for the PTA Caucus Representative position. I have served the Ohio
Physical Therapy Association as the PTA Caucus Representative since 2009. I believe the experience I
bring to the position qualifies me to continue to serve OPTA and our profession in this capacity. As the
PTA Caucus representative, I serve as a liaison between PTA members, PTA Educators, the OPTA Board
of Directors, and the PTA Caucus. Since 2009 I have been building relationships with members and leaders in Ohio and
nationally. I have served the PTA Caucus by mentoring new members to the Caucus as well as participating on
subcommittees. I am aware and keep informed and updated on state and national issues, particularly those that impact the
PTA. I communicate information between all parties. I consider it an honor and privilege to have been able to serve in this
capacity and am willing and eager to be re-elected and continue to serve our profession in this capacity.

Candidate Name: Meredith Banhos, PT, DPT
Position: Candidate for Delegate
OPTA District: Central District
Member Since: 2007
Candidate Statement:
I’m enthusiastically applying for a position to serve as Delegate for the OPTA. Although a newer
clinician in the field, I have just graduated from Ohio State University’s neurologic residency
program where I consistently demonstrated initiative and leadership while working together with
my peers. I look forward to applying the same assertiveness and collaboration at the next level, should I be chosen to
serve as an OPTA Delegate. Our profession needs to continue with a strong voice and presence at both the state
and national levels, and I proudly volunteer my contribution to that.

Name: Michael Bogden, PT, DPT
Position: Candidate for Delegate
District: Northeast District
Member Since: 2007
Candidate Statement:
It has been an honor to be an OPTA Delegate and I’m excited at the possibility to continue this role.
During my first term I gained valuable experience which I will use to help Ohio continue to be a leading
chapter of the APTA. As a residency trained clinician working in orthopedics and sports and occasional
work in acute care, I have a comprehensive understanding of the current state of our profession.
Furthermore, from working closely with students and researchers, as well as presenting on the local level, I have been able to
network with countless clinicians and this has allowed me to understand the variety of issues that exist in our profession.
Considering these perspectives I will be able to use my experience to offer valuable insight for the advancement of the House
of Delegates. From exploring current collaborative care models and changes in Medicare, to expanding clinical education with
residency and fellowship, our profession faces many potential changes. I believe my experience and passion as a clinician will
help guide our profession in making the right choices to succeed. I am eager to continue to represent Ohio as an OPTA
delegate, and would greatly appreciate your vote for OPTA Delegate.

Name: Susan Cotterman, PT
Position: Candidate for Delegate
District: Central District
Member Since: 1995
Candidate Statement:
This is an exciting time to be in the physical therapy profession; there are so many changes on the very
near horizon. I have sat on the sidelines watching others make decisions for my profession and have been
envious of their ability to help shape our professional roles and practice environments. I feel I am now
ready to take a more active role in mapping out our future. I am excited about the possibilities for our
profession and for the possible new roles for both PTs and PTAs.
My extensive experience as a physical therapy practitioner in a wide variety of settings, has allowed me to witness first-hand
the challenges and opportunities clinicians face in daily practice. My more recent experience as an educator has allowed me to
see the importance of involvement in our national association and to value the varied backgrounds and experiences that call
new members to our profession. As a Delegate for the Ohio Chapter of the APTA, I will listen to the membership and bring
forth the concerns, hopes, dreams, and aspirations of both PT and PTA members to the House of Delegates and allow each of
you to have a voice in the future of our profession. I would be honored to receive your vote.

Name: Jane Keehan PT, PhD, OCS
Position: Candidate for Delegate
District: Northeast District
Member Since: 2006
Candidate Statement:
I am excited and honored to have the opportunity to run for Delegate of the Ohio Chapter. I have been so
fortunate to be a part of an unbelievable group of people who serve as delegates for the state of Ohio. It’s
exciting to be a part of such and energized, motivated, and committed group. I believe my leadership background as a
delegate and as president of the Nevada Chapter has given me insight into the many facets of our profession.
My professional career has allowed me to work in many settings including: acute care hospitals, outpatient hospital settings,
home health, skilled nursing facilities and ECFs, and for a small private practice in Nevada. I currently work full time in
academia and this has also given me another perspective. I think I can use all of these perspectives to give a “voice” to all
settings where PTs in Ohio are currently employed. This is an exciting time for our profession. We will be looking at Vision
2020 this year in the House of Delegates and we have an opportunity to steer our “physical therapy ship” in the direction that
will most benefit our patients and consumers. It is also the time to hear our members and look towards new models of
payment and ways to serve our patients in the midst of health care reform. I look forward to the challenge!
Name: Chris Petrosino, PT, PhD
Position: Candidate for Delegate
District: East Central District
Member Since: 1988
Candidate Statement:
I am honored to be nominated for the position of Delegate and accepted the nomination with a
passion to serve our PTs and PTAs in Ohio. As a Delegate from 2007 to 2011, I’ve experienced
the positive change that can happen from active involvement of our state in the House of
Delegates. Now more than ever, it is time to voice Ohio’s perspectives and strategies to
address the dynamic changes in our professional organization and health care reform initiatives.
As an academic administrator and PT educator I’ve gained a perspective on the profession and health care that I
believe is beneficial to our APTA governance, yet more importantly I will do my best to represent the voice of Ohio
PT’s and PTA’s. Through education and advocacy, I am willing to serve the OPTA with integrity, enthusiasm,
leadership, and hard work with a light heart. I would be honored to have one of your votes for Delegate.

Candidate Name: Deborah Riczo, DPT, Med
Position: Candidate for Delegate
OPTA District: Northeast District
Date of Chapter Membership: 1980
Candidate Statement:
I have been an active member of the APTA/OPTA for 33 years. I have participated as an
Assembly Representative for OPTA for years when it was an elected position. In addition, I have
served as a district legislative representative, public relations chair, and OPTA conference
coordinator.
Currently, I am the nominating chair for the Northeast District of OPTA. I keep abreast of issues and feel based on my
broad experience that I can contribute to the discussion and decision making that occurs at the national level.

Candidate Name: Lynzie Schulte, PT, DPT
Position: Candidate for Delegate
OPTA District: Northeast District
Date of Chapter Membership: 2005
Candidate Statement:
I am excited to be nominated for the Delegate position for the OPTA. I have represented Ohio
as a Delegate over the last two years and as an alternate Delegate prior to that. I have been
able to learn and grow from my peers and bring different perspectives to the table. Being a new
professional with experience in acute, outpatient and pro-bono physical therapy, I can bring fresh ideas to the table
and give input from various angles.
My views and ideas have also been shaped by the two positions I currently hold in the OPTA; the Federal Affairs
Liaison and the Legislative Chair. Not only do these positions provide me with important legislative background but
they require organization, leadership, and networking skills to be successful. I would love the opportunity to continue
serving as an Ohio Delegate and it would be my honor to vote at the House of Delegates on behalf of Ohio
Therapists.

Candidate Name: Leslie Wolf, PT, DPT
Position: Candidate for Delegate
OPTA District: Central District
Date of Chapter Membership: 2007
Candidate Statement:
Early in physical therapy school, I learned of the important role the Ohio Physical Therapy
Association had in influencing health and government policies and advocating for its
members. Now having practiced as a physical therapist for several years, I believe that I am
just beginning to understand the OPTA’s true value. I have significant appreciation for the
OPTA’s advocacy on behalf of all PTs and PTAs in Ohio and for its role in professional
development in my young career. It is this appreciation that has driven me to seek office as a Delegate. I look
forward to the opportunity to give back to an organization that has done so much for the profession that I love.
There are numerous issues facing our profession today including the struggle to practice within uncertain
reimbursement models, implementing more autonomous practice in every practice setting, and providing optimal care
to our patients in fewer and fewer visits. It is my goal to serve as a delegate in order to address these issues and
drive our profession forward by being a force for advocacy and change. Thank you for your vote and the opportunity
to serve as a Delegate to the OPTA!

