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ELCA Malaria Campaign -Southern Ohio Synod Worship Weekend Resources
Malaria Campaign Worship Weekend April 30/May 1, 2011 

(World Malaria Day is April 25)
Resources in this document:

Bible Passages

Litanies

Prayers of the People

Hymn Suggestions

Children’s Sermon

Additional Resources:

Bulletin insert

Children’s bulletin

Mark 5 Bible Study

Sermon:  When did we see?

Bible Passages

God’s Promises
Isaiah 55:1, 10-11

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Luke 4:16-21

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Hope

Ephesians 1:15-19

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Praise and Blessing
Psalm 103:1-5

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. Generosity
2 Corinthians 9:7-8

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.

Consolation

2 Corinthians 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ.

Matthew 25:34-40

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’

Loving our Neighbor

Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Luke 10: 25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with

it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

1 John 3:18

Little children, let us love, not in word of speech, but in truth and action. 
Health and Healing

Exodus 23:25

You shall worship the Lord your God, and I will bless your bread and your water; and I will take sickness away from among you.

Psalm 91:1-6

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday.

Isaiah 53:4-5

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.

Mark 5:21-43 (Healing of Jairus’s daughter – see Bible study by Rev. Joene Herr)
Psalm 107:19-22

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress; he sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction. Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind
John 9:1-11

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”
Litanies and prayers

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the festival of our Lord's resurrection. Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Litany for God’s Children Who Suffer By the Rev. Jennifer Moland-Kovash

Gathering Litany

God comes to us in the waters of baptism, rushing to fill our lives with the Spirit.

Refresh us, O Lord.

God comes to us in the words of the prophets, the language of the gospels.

Speak to us, O Lord.

God comes to us in the clamoring voices of children, the needs of the world.

Slow us down, O Lord.

God comes to us in the midst of disease, healing our bodies and souls,

Comfort us, O Lord.

God comes to us in the bread and wine of the table, signs of mercy and grace for all.

Feed us, O Lord.

Sending Litany

We have splashed in the waters and been cleansed of our sin.

Refreshed, we serve you, O Lord.

We have heard your word spoken through our generations.

Inspired, we serve you, O Lord.

We are reminded that you are among the young, the sick and those in need.

Eyes open, we serve you, O Lord.

We live with the assurance of your love, even as your people suffer illness and disease.

Confident, we serve you, O Lord.

We are full with your promises of forgiveness and grace.

Ready, we serve you, O Lord.
Prayers of the People

Petitions may end with the words:

Hear us, O God.
 Congregation may respond:
Your mercy is great.

Prayers by Jennifer Baker-Trinity

That you awaken us to the needs of those made ill by diseased waters, especially your children suffering from malaria, let us pray. That clean waters and healing may spring forth in regions suffering the devastation of malaria, let us pray. For the church in its ministry of healing, that it may be united in prayer and service on behalf of our brothers and sisters affected by malaria.

Strengthen your children afflicted with malaria and those who advocate in their name, that they may know your restorative power. Your voice of calm quiets the raging seas. Comfort the sick, especially the victims of malaria. May we be messengers of healing and hope amid illness and despair.

Bless the work of missionaries, prophets, relief workers and all who work to eradicate poverty and its effects, especially diseases such as malaria. With your help, turn us from love of self to love of neighbor.

Prayers by the Rev. Christopher Duckworth

Awaken us to the promise of new and renewed life that accompanies our Lord’s resurrection. Stir up hope in all who suffer with malaria, and renew the zeal of those who research cures and treatments, that through their lives and work the world might behold the promise of Christ’s resurrection for today. You promise to come to us, but we fail to seek your presence. Transform us by your love to seek you and serve you in the world, especially in those areas ravaged by malaria. By your Spirit of truth guide doctors and researchers to find a cure for malaria, and grant to the leaders of the world a will to implement means to eradicate this disease. Alleluia! We thank you for all who, like Thomas, seek knowledge. Grant faith and wisdom to all who tirelessly search for a cure to malaria.

Prayer by the Rev. Jennifer Moland-Kovash

Let us pray for people around the world struggling with malaria, that they might know your comfort and healing. Strengthen relief workers and plant in all of us the desire to prevent the spread of malaria.
Prayers by the Rev. Christine Nessel
You make us bold to pray for that which may seem to be impossible. As we remember all those who have died and suffered from the effects of malaria (especially...), we pray that you bring an end to the suffering and additional treatments for the disease.

Strengthen the weak and bring joy to the suffering, especially those infected with and affected by malaria. Shower them with the resources they need so that their healing may be a sign of your good news.

O God, be a healing balm to all those who have been impacted by malaria (especially...). Infect us all with your healing love and generous compassion.

We pray for those in need of life-saving resources: vaccines, medications, medical facilities, trained medical personnel, and medical equipment; especially those who are impacted by malaria.
Hymn Suggestions

Healing

ELW 610-,   O Christ the Healer, We Have Come

613,  Thy Holy Winds

614,  There Is a Balm in Gilead

615,  In All Our Grief

617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord

Human Family

ELW 358,  Great God, your love has called us

650,  In Christ there is not east or west

708,  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love

471,  Let us break bread together

496,  One bread, one body

547, Sent forth by God’s blessing

498 United at the table

Humility

712 Lord, whose love in humble service

Hunger

715, Christ, Be Our Light

 679,  For the fruit of all creation

535, Hallelujah! We sing your praises

 674,  Let us talents and tongues employ

726, Light dawns on a weary world

Compassion, Caring

728, Blest are they

 612,  Healer of our every ill

712, Lord, whose live in humble service

704, When pain of the world surrounds us

725, When the poor ones

722, O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
Children’s Sermon

Diaconal Minister Kris Perry, ELCA Minneapolis Area Synod

Supplies needed
Mosquito net, Globe or map of the world, Bottle of water that is unclean (probably lake water)
Invite the children forward

Ask if anyone has ever heard of Africa. Invite one of the children to locate Africa (and perhaps Tanzania) on the map/globe.

Ask the question, “How many of you have ever been bitten by a mosquito?” and “Did any of you get real sick for a few weeks and have to go to the hospital because of the bite?”
Answer: “No, because our mosquitoes don’t really make us sick, they’re just annoying and maybe we have a little bump for a couple of days that itches.”

But in Africa, the mosquitoes carry a disease called malaria. Ask the children if anyone has ever heard the word “malaria.”

Tell them that malaria is a disease that affects just about everyone in Africa, especially the children, and many of the children under the age of 5 actually die from the disease.


Show them the unclean bottle of water and tell them that many people in Africa drink water that looks like this.


Tell them that you would like to help people, especially the children in Africa to not get the disease. Tell them that you have something with you that could really help everyone in Africa. It’s called a mosquito net.

Take out the mosquito net and invite all of the children to get under it. Tell them that the reasons why all of the people don’t sleep under a bed net are because: 

o It is very hot; the wind doesn’t flow through it very well 

o Many of the children sleep in beds with their siblings and it’ seven hotter


o Some very poor people cannot afford to buy a bed net

Tell the children that they can help the children in Africa by donating some of their Sunday

school offerings to purchase bed nets for the children.

Close with a short prayer asking God to bless all of the children in Africa with bet nets so that

they will remain healthy and safe from malaria.

Additionally, you might want to put up a display in your church using the bed net with a display of the unclean bottled water, a map, and information about the ELCA Malaria Campaign.

The following prayer was written by Mary Simonson Clark and may be used with the children’s sermon above:

Now I Lay Me...

“Now I lay me down to sleep,
 from mosquitoes all the children keep
 Hold them safely through the night
 under bed nets tucked in right.
 Amen”
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