SynodFest Talking Points for Rostered and Lay Leaders
Below are some talking points concerning SynodFest 2012, which may assist you as you promote SynodFest within your congregation. Please use these talking points in your newsletters, Facebook posts, Twitter tweets, Sunday School discussions, Temple Talks, Church Council meetings and anywhere else you have the opportunity to spread the word about the many activities open to all members of Southern Ohio Synod congregations.

· What is SynodFest? SynodFest is a synod festival for all members of the Southern Ohio Synod. It’s a time to come together as one body to celebrate, worship, learn, share, serve and take care of synod business.
· Event dates are Wednesday, June 6 through Sunday, June 10 2012.
· Location for most of the SynodFest activities is the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 5901 Pfeiffer Rd, Cincinnati (also known as the Blue Ash area). The ELCA Glocal Event is being held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7701 Kenwood Rd, Cincinnati. Service Activities are being held in a variety of locations close to the Crowne Plaza Hotel. See brochure or website for specifics.
· All members of Southern Ohio Synod congregations are invited to attend, not just voting members for assembly.
· Assembly will be held Saturday, June 9 from 9 am until 12:30 pm.
· Why SynodFest? SynodFest is an opportunity to pull together as many of our 94,000 baptized members from across the synod as possible in one location for fellowship, worship, learning and fun. Building community is important and SynodFest will give everyone the opportunity to do just that.

· Voting members are automatically eligible to attend workshops on Friday, June 8 and Saturday, June 9…Please sign up for these when you register for assembly.

· There is a “Workshop Only” option for those who want to take advantage of the great learning opportunities offered June 8 & 9, but aren’t voting members. Cost is only $25.

· Lay members may come for any and all events, except the Rostered Leaders Event, which is for Rostered Leaders. 

· Events open to lay members are ELCA Glocal Event, Dwelling in the Word Training, Synod Assembly, Workshops, Service Activities, Synod Day at Kings Island, Lutheran Day at the Reds and of course, the Synod-wide Worship, Dinner and Concert June 8…Not to mention all of the other wonderful activities like museums, tours, water parks, paddleboat rides, hiking, canoeing and much more offered in and around Cincinnati.
· Lay members may register for just Lutheran Day at the Reds or Service Activities or anything else. There is no obligation to partake in everything. In fact, it would be impossible to participate in every activity. There are just that many great options!
· What is Dwelling in the Word? It is a one-day interactive training focused on intentional Bible study. Dwelling in the Word is designed for lay people to use in small or large groups that meet regularly, like Church Councils, Bible study groups, Visioning Teams, Youth and Family Ministry Teams, Christian Education Teams, Women and Men’s groups and any other group that wishes to listen deeply to God and better understand His intended mission for them and the congregation. The training is led by Pat Ellison, PhD, of Church Innovations. There is a group discount for 5 or more registrants from the same congregation. Cost is $35 for 4 or less registrants and is $25 for 5 or more registrants.
· What kind of workshops can attendees participate in? There are a variety of workshops grouped by topical category. Those categories are: Disaster Response; Earthkeeping; Eldercare; Hunger; Personal, Spiritual & Congregational Growth; Social Media; Welcoming Your Neighbor; Worship; and Youth Ministry. See the SynodFest brochure or website for details on each workshop offered. There are 27 offered in total!

· May 10 is the deadline to order Cincinnati Reds tickets for the June 10 game against the Detroit Tigers. Tickets prior to May 10 are only $16. The price will go up after May 10. A link to order tickets directly from the Reds Ticket Office will be provided after May 10.

· May 23 is the deadline to pre-register for Assembly, Workshops, Dwelling in the Word, and meals. Attendees who do not register will not be able to eat at the hotel on June 8 or 9. Attendees will not have the option of registering onsite for Dwelling in the Word as books and boxed lunches must be ordered ahead of time.

