Newsletter or Web Post Blurbs for SynodFest
What is SynodFest? 
SynodFest is a synod festival for all members of the Southern Ohio Synod. It’s a time to come together as one body to celebrate, worship, learn, share, serve and take care of synod business. Won’t you and your family join in the fun? Register online at www.southernohiosynod.org or come to the church office for a hard copy of the registration and to read through the SynodFest brochure. There are so many great activities to choose from, you will want to do them all!
SynodFest 2012 takes place June 6-10 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Learning is Part of the Fun at SynodFest 2012

Learning is a huge part of SynodFest. Learning more about your neighbor across the state and across town. Learning more about why we exist as a synod and how we are all helping to share the Gospel in word and in deed. The 27 workshops offered during SynodFest also offer a unique learning experience. Attendees may participate in workshops who register as voting members for assembly OR who select the “Workshops Only” option on the SynodFest registration form. 
Participants may choose from workshops presented by experts from our synod, the ELCA and other notable organizations in the following categories:

· Disaster Response

· Earthkeeping

· Eldercare

· Hunger

· Personal, Spiritual & Congregational Growth

· Social Media

· Welcoming Your Neighbor

· Worship

· Youth Ministry

Workshops are held Friday, June 8 and Saturday, June 9, 2012 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. To read more about the workshops that fall under the above categories, go to the synod website, www.southernohiosynod.org and click on the SynodFest button on the right side of the home page. The church office also has a hard copy of the SynodFest brochure available for you to leaf through.

Won’t you and your family join in the fun? Register online at www.southernohiosynod.org or ask the church office for a hard copy of the registration form.

Serving Our Neighbor Together at SynodFest

We are called to love and serve our neighbor. SynodFest 2012 offers us the chance to serve our neighbor, together as a synod, on Friday, June 8 and Saturday, June 9 through four service activities. The SynodFest Service Projects are:

Graceworks Lutheran Services Flower Planting Project – Volunteers will be planting flowers at St. Mark’s Manor. Tools and flowers provided. This service project is available to all ages. Project time slots are June 8, 2-4 pm and June 9, 1:30-3 pm. 

Matthew 25: Ministries – Volunteers will tour a replica developing-world village and receive a 10 minute orientation about how Matthew 25: Ministries is providing humanitarian assistance to some of the world’s poorest people. Following the orientation, volunteers will work in the warehouse sorting and packing donated goods into large containers in preparation for shipment around the world. This service project is available to all ages. Project time slots are June 8, 2-4:30 pm and June 9, 9-11 am and 12-2 pm.

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity – There will be two works sites during SynodFest, which will accommodate a total of 30 volunteers per time slot. Specific addresses will be provided closer to the service date. You do not need construction skills or experience to serve. All skill levels are welcome. Open to ages 18 and over. Project time slots are June 8, 1-4 pm and June 9, 8:30 am – 4 pm. Half-day options are available on the registration form.
Vida Eterna-Iglesia Luterana (Eternal Life Lutheran Church) Mother’s Ministry Project – Vida Eterna-Iglesia Luterana (VEIL) is the ELCA Latino Mission Church in Butler County. Volunteers will help with a new ministry to Latino mothers. Bags filled with needed donations like diapers, baby wash, burp cloths, pacifiers and gift cards will be assembled by volunteers during this service project. This service project is open to all ages. Volunteers are asked to bring at least one item for the bags or give a free will donation to VEIL in support of this ministry. Time slot is June 9, 2-3 pm.
More information about these service projects and organizations can be found on the synod website at www.southernohiosynod.org or you can check in the church office to leaf through a hard copy of the SynodFest brochure.

These are great opportunities for young people to acquire service hours and for families to serve side-by-side while getting to know other Southern Ohio Synod Lutherans.

SynodFest Triple Play…Fun Activities for the Whole Family and No Voting Card Needed! 

Worship, Dinner and Concert: Join us Friday evening, June 8 at Nisbet Park in Loveland, Ohio for an evening worship service beginning at 5:45 pm. Bishop Holloway will be presiding and will include a special commissioning for those heading to the National Youth Gathering this summer. Then stay for a buffet picnic dinner in the park, followed by a 7:30 pm concert by Peder Eide. Peder has been composing and performing heartfelt music for over 20 years with a mission to unite church members of al l ages. With a Lutheran background, Peder has performed at Lutheran conferences, camps, festivals , at the ELCA Extravaganza and in congregations all across the nation. Peder is more than a great musician, he is a great communicator. You’ll be glad you came! And best of all, the entire evening is FREE!
SynodFest Day at King’s Island...Gather up the thrill seekers, the water people, and those who love great entertainment and head to King’s Island for a SynodFest Day of fun in the sun. Our Big Day this year is Saturday, June 9. We will host a special SynodFest Meet & Greet from 5:30-7:30 pm at one of the Kings Island picnic shelters. Stop by for some bottled water and to chat with the Bishop. Tickets can be purchased online at discounted prices at www.visitkingsisland.com. There are also special prices for groups of 15 or more. Contact Gary Pecuch at gpecuch@southernohiosynod.org with questions about this event or to let him know that you plan to attend, but won’t be registering for any other SynodFest activities. He will keep you up to date with details (like shelter location) and can help you to connect with other Synod congregations while at Kings Island and/or help you form a group of 15 or more so you get the best price.
Lutheran Day at the Reds...Bring the family and come on out to the ballpark for an afternoon of hits, runs and errors and maybe a hot dog or two on Sunday, June 10 starting at 1:10 pm. We have reserved View Level Box – Sections 434-436 for Southern Ohio Synod and Indiana-Kentucky Synod members. The Reds will take on the Detroit Tigers for a game that’s sure to be worth your time. Tickets are only $16 if you order by May 10, 2012. After May 10, a link to online ticket ordering through the Reds Ticket Office will be provided. Late purchase tickets will be more expensive. Prices for the “late purchase” tickets will be posted to the synod website (www.southernohiosynod.org) once the information is available. Reds Stadium is called the Great American Ball Park and is located at 100 Joe Nuxhall Way, Cincinnati, OH 45202, 513-381- REDS or 877-647-REDS, http://cincinnati.reds.mlb.com/cin/ballpark/index.jsp.

Questions about tickets or seating? Contact Donna Tallent, congregation member at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Cincinnati: d.tallent@zoomtown.com.
All three of these activities are open to all members of the Southern Ohio Synod, not just Assembly voting members. Won’t you and your family plan a weekend of fellowship, worship and fun during SynodFest? 

To register or to see what else is offered at SynodFest 2012, check out the synod website at www.southernohiosynod.org or visit the church office to see a hard copy of the SynodFest brochure.

