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Fauci: Pandemic Exposed Racism
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What is Racism?

• Racism

• Structured Racism 

• Institutional Racism

• Interpersonal Racism
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Our health is shaped by many 
factors, including where we

- Are born 

- Live

- Learn

- Work

- Play

- Worship

- Grow old
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What Drives Community Health?

Adapted from: County Health Rankings Model. A Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Program. University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute. https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/.
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What are the Social Determinants of 
Health? 
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In our 20-county region

• Of the population is 
African-American11%

• Of the population is 
White83%
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Education: Bachelor’s degree

•Of African-
American adults

17%

•Of White adults42%

In Hamilton County
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Median Income

•African-
American

$28,697

•White$64,270

In Hamilton County
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Income below poverty level

•African-
American

33%

•White11%

In Hamilton County
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Unemployment Rate

•African-
American

13%

•White5%

In Hamilton County
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Own their home

•African-
American

18%

•White69%

In Hamilton County
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Condition of Housing
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Healthy Neighborhood
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Self-Reported Health
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Percent of Ohio adults who 
report poor or fair health status, 
by race/ethnicity
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Smoking: by income
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Menthol Cigarettes

Data from Greater Cincinnati Tobacco Survey
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Deaths per 100,000 people
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How has COVID-19 impacted races?
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The results are staggering 
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Social factors & health risks
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OPIOID USE
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Opioids and African Americans

• James and Jordan (2018) also note that while rates of 
opioid use are higher overall for WH, rates of 
increasing opioid use have been rising more steeply in 
the AA population over the last 5 years.  In fact, the rate 
of opioid death among AA exceeds WH in some states.  
Despite this, there has been little national discussion of 
how the opioid crisis has affected the AA community.
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Cintron and Morrison

• Cintron and Morrison (2006) conducted a systematic 
review of 35 journal articles describing the interaction of 
patient race/ethnicity with pain assessment and 
management. 
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Pain

• Findings showed that non-WH patients were more likely to 
have their pain underestimated by providers and less likely 
to have pain scores documented in their medical charts 
compared with WH patients.
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Buprenorphine Therapy

• Next, Congress legalized office based 
buprenorphine (BUP) therapy so that WH users 
would not have to face the shame of lining up at a 
methadone clinic for their maintenance 
medication.  Ninety-one percent of BUP patients 
are WH. BUP is also differentially marketed and 
targeted to WH professionals who are computer 
literate and have online access to prescriber 
matching services.
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Implicit bias 

Implicit bias - sometime known as 
unconscious bias or social cognition. 

Implicit bias refers to the attitude or 
stereotypes that affect our 
understanding, actions, and our 
decisions in an unconscious manner. 
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Unconscious Bias

Examples: 

1. Symphony Selection

2. Resume 
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Equity
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Health equity is achieved when every 

person has the opportunity to attain        

his or her full health potential and...

No one is disadvantaged from achieving 

this potential because of social position or 

other socially determined circumstances.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Defining Health Equity.”  https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/healthequity/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/healthequity/index.htm
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Equality 
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Cincinnati Preschool Promise
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Solutions

- Health Systems should implement the National      
Standard for Small Culturally and Linguistically 
Appropriate Service Health and Healthcare 

- Collaborate with social wrap-around services

- Modify or resolve inter-personal racism

- Seek Solutions for institutional and structural racism 
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“You must care for your patients before 
you can take care of your patients.” 

- 1984-2014 O’dell Moreno Owens, MD, MPH


