
Infection Control and Public Health Weekly Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, December 12 | 12:30 – 1:00 pm 

 

Region 8 Syphilis Update (Todd Rademaker and Jacob Henderson) attached PowerPoint. 

Reports available at https://hamiltoncountyhealth.org/reports/  

Respiratory Season  

- ODH Health Advisory regarding an increase in respiratory pathogens, including Mycoplasma 

pneumoniae and Bordetella pertussis.   

- Overall respiratory virus activity remains low in US but cases of RSV and influenza are rising.   

- National and state increase in Mycoplasma infections, particularly in schools and childcare 

settings.  

- Pertussis cases have also returned to pre-pandemic levels 

- Percentage of ED visits for respiratory illness reached 3.2%, which is above baseline levels and 

reflects an ongoing increase in flu-related cases.  

- Public health labs report 266 influenza A, with 73 of those influenza A(H1N1) pdm09 and 124 

A(H3N2) and 6 influenza B.   

- No new pediatric flu deaths were reported in the most recent reporting week, keeping the new 

season's total at two (206 pediatrics deaths for 2023-24 flu season) 

- Seasonal influenza activity is increasing slightly among children but remains low nationally.   

- RSV activity is elevated and continues to increase in the southern, central, and eastern United 

States, particularly in young children.  

- Ohio is experiencing low influenza-like illness activity and moderate overall respiratory illness 

activity.  

- Flu trends for the Southwest Ohio region can be reviewed through Hamilton County Public 

Health's influenza dashboard, linked here: https://hamiltoncountyhealth.org/influenza-report/ . 

 

 

 

 

https://hamiltoncountyhealth.org/reports/
https://hamiltoncountyhealth.org/influenza-report/


USDA Testing H5N1 in Milk (Dec 16) 

- No human illnesses have been linked to raw milk products to date, pasteurization process 

disables the virus. 

- proteins on the H5N1 surface correspond to receptors found in many bird species.  

- Study this week found a single mutation in the virus may enable human-to-human transmission.   

- Globally, fewer than 500 human deaths have been linked to H5N1 since 2003.  

 

Unidentified Flu-Like Illness in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)  

- Outbreak of an unknown disease centered in Kwango province with at least 400 cases and up to 

143 deaths since late October (most deaths age 15-18).  

- Nearly half the cases are in children under 5.   

- Flu-like symptoms, including fever, headaches, nasal congestion, coughing, breathing difficulties, 

and anemia.  

- Pathogen remains unknown (possible zoonotic) 

 

Ohio Vital Record System (OVRS) … January 1  

- Registrar training on ODH YouTube Channel  

- Replacement for EDRS for death certificates  

- Only MD or DO can certify an Ohio Death 

 

PrEP Training for Clinicians (Jan 23) Jaasiel Chapman 

- Virtual, facilitated by Dr. Corky Lehmann, CCHMC  

- From how to start the conversation to medications options and monitoring  

- CDC guidelines recommend PreP for HIV-negative sexually active adults and adolescents and 

persons who inject drugs at substantial risk of acquiring HIV infection.   

 

The 2025 Immunization Schedules approved by Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 

and adopted by the CDC Director on Oct. 24, 2024, are now available: Adult Immunization Schedules 

2025;  Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedules 2025.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/adult-age.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/adult-age.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/child-adolescent-age.html

