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THANK YOU

TO OUR SPONSORS & COMMITTEE

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

This conference would not be possible without the generous volunteer contributions of the committee
members, speakers, and moderators; financial support from our sponsors and exhibitors; and generous
in-kind support from local agencies.
Michelle Johnson, co-chair
Environmental Design Group

Michael Fodor
APA Cleveland Member

Amy Snell, co-chair
Greater Cleveland Regional
Transit Authority

Ann Klavora, AICP
City of Shaker Heights

James Aspery
City of North Olmsted
Darren Cross
City of Cleveland
Maribeth Feke, AICP
Greater Cleveland Regional
Transit Authority
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Kim Lieber, AICP
City of North Olmsted

James Sonnhalter
Cuyahoga County
Planning Commission
Jessica Trivisonno
Cudell Improvement Inc.
Special Thanks to:

Sara Byrnes Maier
Cleveland Metroparks

Christine Dersi Davis, AICP
APA Ohio Executive Director

Kara O’Donnell
City of Cleveland Heights

Mary Wunderle
Guide Studio

Arthur Schmidt IV
OHM Advisors

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

7:30 – 8:30 AM
REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:30 – 10:00 AM | SESSION 1
BASICS OF ZONING MEETINGS
CM | 1.5 | Law | CLE | TWP
Tuscany Grand

SIGN LANGUAGE: DOES YOUR
ZONING CODE SPEAK THE 2018
VERSION?

THE “AMA-ZONING” OF AMERICA
CM | 1.5
Turin 2

CM | 1.5
Turin 1

10:15 – 11:45 AM | SESSION 2
PLANNING, ZONING AND LAND USE
BEST PRACTICES FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

ETHICS FOR EVERYONE!
CM | 1.5 | TWP
Turin 1

CM | 1.5 | Law | CLE | TWP
Tuscany Grand

COMMUNITIES AT THE
CROSSROADS
CM | 1.5
Turin 2

11:45 AM – 1:00 PM
LUNCH Venice Grand

1:00 – 2:30 PM | SESSION 3
REFORMING YOUR EUCLIDEAN
ZONING CODE
CM | 1.5 | Law | CLE
Tuscany Grand

A NON-PARTISAN APPROACH TO
MEDICAL MARIJUANA IN YOUR
COMMUNITY
CM | 1.5
Turin 1

SHORT SESSIONS: STREETS AND
URBAN FORM
CM | 1.5 | Law
Turin 2

2:45 – 4:00 PM | SESSION 4
PLANNING FOR SMALL CELLS IN
THE RIGHT-OF-WAY
CM | 1.25 | Law | CLE
Tuscany Grand

SHORT SESSIONS: RECALCULATINGWORKING TO IMPROVE THE EVERCHANGING PROCESS
CM | 1.25 | TWP
Turin 1

SHORT SESSIONS: BARKING UP
THE RIGHT TREE
CM | 1.25
Turin 2

4:00 – 5:00 PM
NETWORKING RECEPTION

CONTINUING EDUCATION
AICP: CM credits have been approved for sessions as noted. Others:
Certificates available at registration for self-reporting purposes. Sessions
denoted with “CLE” above have been approved for Continuing Legal
Education credits by the Supreme Court of Ohio.
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7:30 – 8:30 AM | REGISTRATION

complex role of the chair and ways to deal with
contentious situations.

REGISTRATION &
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

Kristin Hopkins, FAICP
CT Consultants

Sponsored by:

Sam O’Leary
Matty, Henrikson & Greve LLC

B. SIGN LANGUAGE: DOES YOUR ZONING
CODE SPEAK THE 2018 VERSION?

8:30 – 10:00 AM | SESSION 1
A. BASICS OF ZONING MEETINGS
You have been appointed to serve on
the planning commission, board of zoning
appeals or design review board. Now what?
Appointed boards and commissions make
important decisions that can profoundly
affect landowners, neighbors and the entire
community – often with significant impact
on property values, the character of the
neighborhoods and even the future quality
of community live. Make the wrong decision,
and it can cost the community in far reaching
ways. This session will provide a basic
understanding of the types of decisions
being made (legislative, administrative or
quasi-judicial), the types of meeting being
conducted (work session, public meeting
or public hearing), and the purposes of the
meeting (to gather opinion, negotiate a decision
or gather evidence). We will also cover best
practices for making sure meetings are civil,
effective and productive, such as the importance
of establishing procedures, the important and
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Have you updated your sign regulations in the
wake of Reed versus Gilbert? Does your code
leave you vulnerable to a claim that it violates
the First Amendment? Is the on-site/off-site
distinction intact? What does content neutrality
mean? How do you craft legislation that protects
the aesthetic character of your community
while allowing business to thrive? This session
will look at the status of first amendment issues
pertaining to sign regulations and best practices
in sign code development. We’ll discuss how
to craft content-neutral regulations, and what
type of content-based distinctions are relatively
safe. We’ll consider sign regulations from
various perspectives, including the business
community, neighborhood residents, and
zoning administrators, before discussing the
recommended process for a successful sign
code update. This will be followed by ideas and
examples of best practices and how to organize
your sign code to best achieve your community’s
goals, with sensitivity to balancing the interests of
various stakeholder groups.
Thomas Jordan
CT Consultants
Robert Brown, FAICP
City Planning Consultant

PLAN. FUND. BUILD.
Lorain County Lakefront
Connectivity Plan
Lorain County, Ohio

Our planning and design
professionals have a passion for
revitalizing communities, connecting
people to places and multi-modal
integration. Our team can help you
develop your project vision, prioritize
your goals and understand costs to
move your plans closer to reality,
while supporting sustainable land
use choices. We are the community
impact people.

envdesigngroup.com
Civil Engineering • Community Planning • Construction Management
Environmental Services • Landscape Architecture • Surveying • Water Resources

Since we opened our doors in 1932,
we have provided trusted counsel
to local governments and to clients
who interface with local governments.
Our dedication to meeting the needs and
challenges of our clients has never wavered.
• ZONING & LAND USE / LITIGATION
• REAL ESTATE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
• GENERAL PUBLIC LAW MATTERS & LITIGATION
• CIVIL RIGHTS LITIGATION
• PUBLIC CONTRACTS
• PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
• DRAFTING LEGISLATION & REGULATIONS
• RIGHT-OF-WAY AND TELECOM FACILITY REGULATION

Corporate Transactions | Education Law | Public Law | Intellectual Property | Real Estate | Liquor Control
Labor & Employment | Litigation Services | Tax & Wealth Management

CLEVELAND

WH_APAConfAd2018.indd 1

216.781.1212 | COLUMBUS 614.246.2150 | walterhav.com

9/4/18 12:59 PM
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C. THE “AMA-ZONING” OF AMERICA
Technology is hastening the disruption
of an already overbuilt retail environment.
The internet, autonomous vehicles, drones
and other emerging technologies are aligning
with changing demographics. All these factors
are converging on an industry that has often
been at odds with good planning practices in
the built environment for the past 60 years.
Amazon’s acquisition of Whole Foods, and
related industry moves, are harbingers of not
just another disruption of the retail industry,
but more importantly, a disruption of regional,
local, and neighborhood planning. This session
will examine how evolving technologies might
potentially change the expectations of citizens
/consumers in such a way that renders many
traditional economic development and planning
paradigms ineffective and, eventually, obsolete.
The session will explore possible redevelopment
and/or rezoning scenarios while exploring the
significant potential downside of the shift in the
purchase and delivery of goods. Discover what
we all need to do in our communities today
to capture the economic benefits to our local
economies while guarding against the significant
calamities that could occur if we are not ready.
Jason Sudy
OHM Advisors
Rick Stein
Urban Decision Group
Justin Robbins
HDR

10:00 – 10:15 AM | MORNING BREAK
Sponsored by:

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

10:15 – 11:45 AM | SESSION 2
A. PLANNING, ZONING AND LAND
USE BEST PRACTICES FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
Potential developers’ first impressions of a
community usually occur when the developer
reads a zoning code, inquires with the building
and planning departments and goes before
planning commission or the board of zoning
appeals. The developer’s interaction with a
community’s zoning professionals can make
or break an economic development opportunity.
This session will cover best practices for planning
professionals, building and zoning administrators
and planning commission members, and
will discuss how those best practices tie into
economic development. The session will cover
topics including implementing reasonable
zoning procedures that are easily determined
from the zoning code; adopting clear and proper
administrative forms; running meetings properly;
providing documents in accordance with
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Sunshine Laws; and maintaining commissions
and staff with a basic understanding of zoning
law, proper meeting procedures and economic
development incentives, with a brief discussion
of each.
R. Todd Hunt
Walter Haverfield, LLP
Jessica Trivisonno
Cudell Improvement Inc.

B. ETHICS FOR EVERYONE!
Anyone who has ever worked in a public
job, served on a board, or interacted with
a community has probably experienced or
at least heard about issues where there was
a question of what is the ethical approach to
the situation. Planners with AICP credentials
have a formal code of ethics but anyone
working for or associated with the public are
also beholden to the Ohio Ethics Laws.
This session will highlight key laws and rules
you need to be aware of and identify strategies
to address any situation in an ethical manner.
Mellone F. Long, AICP
Cleveland State University
Wendy E. Moeller, FAICP
Compass Point Planning
Susan Willeke
Ohio Ethics Commission

C. COMMUNITIES AT THE CROSSROADS:
HOW FIRST-RING SUBURBS ARE USING
DATA TO REVITALIZE NEIGHBORHOODS
Many first-ring suburbs need to rekindle their
market appeal to build confidence in the future
of these communities. The goal of a recent
project was to measure the assets and conditions
of five of Cleveland’s first-ring suburbs, within
the context of larger economic and social trends
affecting the entire region. This project also
used predictive modeling tools to assess the
impact that demolition, rehabilitation, and other
interventions have on building inventory and
overall tax base. The majority of homes in the
five suburbs were built about 60 years ago
—not old enough to seem “historic” to many
buyers, but of an age where remodeling is
often necessary. Although most houses in these
communities are well-built and well-maintained,
they do not always align with preferences
of contemporary home buyers. This session
outlines the three components of this project:
data collection on over 60,000 parcels, housing
research and real estate market trends and finally
predictive modeling on the impacts of housing
rehabilitation and demolition. The session will
conclude with an action agenda for first-ring
suburbs moving forward.
Frank Ford
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
Isaac Robb
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
Sally Martin
City of South Euclid
Nigel Griswold
Dynamo Metrics
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YOUR PLANNING
PROFESSIONALS:
A COMPLETE APPROACH
TO PLANNING AND FUNDING.
• PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
• CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT STUDIES
• MASTER PLANNING
• FUNDING PLANS FOR CAPITAL
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS
• ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS
AND STUDIES
• PARKS AND RECREATION PLANNING
• FACILITY PLANNING
• TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
• PROJECT PLANNING AND ZONING
• WATERSHED PLANNING
• COMMUNITY PLANNING

GPD GROUP®
1228 Euclid Avenue, Suite 320
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
216.413.5930
www.gpdgroup.com

COVE PARK

BLACK RIVER TRAIL

LAKEWOOD, OHIO

LORAIN COUNTY, OHIO

GLENVIEW/FOREST HILLS PARK
CLEVELAND, OHIO

THE CLEVELAND-BASED LEADER IN PLANNING AND
DESIGNING AWARD-WINNING OUTDOOR PLACES

2 6 5 8 S C R A N T O N R O A D, S U I T E 2, C L E V E L A N D, O H I O 4 4 1 1 3 - 5 1 1 5

216.589.9100

WWW.BEHNKELA.COM
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11:45 AM – 1:00 PM | LUNCH

B. A NON-PARTISAN APPROACH
TO MEDICAL MARIJUANA IN YOUR
COMMUNITY

Sponsored by:

1:00 – 2:30 PM | SESSION 3
A. REFORMING YOUR EUCLIDEAN
ZONING CODE
You want the kind of pedestrian-friendly
development and vibrant, mixed-use districts
that a form-based zoning code is designed to
achieve. But you’re not ready to get rid of your
traditional “Euclidean” zoning code and map.
And you have to admit that the term “transect”
makes you kind of nervous! Do you need to
make the choice – “To adopt a form-based
code or to remain nonconFORMing?” If your
community finds itself in this position, the good
news is that there is a third choice: You can
keep your familiar zoning code and update it,
strategically, to incorporate those form-based
elements necessary to achieve the design goals
that are most important to your community.
A city planner and attorney will present
practical examples of how you can ReFORM
your zoning code rather than replace it.
Robert Brown, FAICP
City Planning Consultant
Sean Suder
Calfee Zoning
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This township-focused session will take a nonpartisan approach to preparing your community
for the new medical marijuana laws in Ohio. To
start, this session will explain what the difference
is between cultivation, processing, testing and
dispensaries, and how these items are currently
defined in the Ohio Revised Code. If you want
to permit and encourage any of the allowable
medical marijuana business aspects/processes
in your community, this session will address how
to prepare your zoning code to allow these uses.
If you do not want to permit any of the allowable
medical marijuana business aspects/processes
in your community, this session will also address
the steps you can take to prepare your zoning
code from banning these uses from your
community. We will also discuss current trends
and future outlooks related to medical marijuana
regulations in the State of Ohio. Painesville
Township, and their creative approach to medical
marijuana rules in their community, will be
discussed as a case study as part of this session.
Michelle Johnson
Environmental Design Group
Michael Manary
Painesville Township

C. SHORT SESSIONS: STREETS AND
URBAN FORM
City streets consume a great deal of physical
space in any community. They give shape to
a place and serve people and traffic alike.

APA Ohio
8.5x5.5”
9/10/18

MAXINE GOODMAN LEVIN COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS
Mastor of Urban Planning and Development
“Levin College promotes the best in
policy-making and community and
public service, through internationally
recognized research, innovative teaching,
experiential learning opportunities, and
a flexible curriculum perfect for working
professionals.”

“Levin College provided me with a strong
foundation...not just related to my interests
but also in economic development, real
estate and market development, and
urban planning...this training honed my
thinking, making me a more nuanced
community development practitioner.”

– Dean Roland Anglin

– Joyce Huang

MAXINE GOODMAN LEVIN COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS

MASTER OF URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT GRADUATE

Award -Winning Students. World-Class Experiences.
WHY LEVIN?
• We value engaged learning, giving students the

knowledge, experience, and network to succeed in
21st century planning.

• We offer an affordable graduate education within a
nationally-ranked college with
world-class faculty.

• Our students win national awards, including the 2017
APA Outstanding Planning Student Organization
Award.

• The Levin College of Urban Affairs is ranked #4 in
Urban Policy by U.S. News & World Report.

OFFERING SPECIALIZATIONS
AND/OR CERTIFICATES IN:
• Economic Development
• Environmental Sustainability
• Geographic Information Systems
• Historic Preservation
• Housing and Neighborhood
Development

• Real Estate Development
and Finance

csuohio.edu/levin
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This session will include a diverse panel of
speakers including traffic engineers, architects,
planners and advocates who will demonstrate
how we can work together to improve the
public realm. The session will include short
presentations on basic traffic engineering, place
making and public realm amenities. Speakers
will then participate in panel discussion and open
dialog on the details of working together--what
it means and how it is done most effectively.
This interactive session will actively engage the
audience in discussion with the panel on items
relating to this topic.
Nancy Lyon-Stadler
WSP

Megan Mitchell
Kaczmar Architects

Jennifer Pangborn-Dolde
WSP

Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris
City Architecture

Katelyn Milius
City of Lakewood
Tyler Middendorf
Perspectus Architecture

2:45 – 4:00 PM | SESSION 4
A. PLANNING FOR SMALL CELLS IN
THE RIGHT-OF-WAY
Small cell wireless infrastructure is crucial
for 5G wireless communication, and most
telecommunications companies are aiming to
place their bulky, usually unsightly equipment
in the right-of-way. The session will discuss
new legal developments regarding small cell
infrastructure, particularly House Bill 478, which
took effect July 31, 2018. The session will cover
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some baseline regulations that all municipalities
should adopt, as well as specific considerations
for planning, building, and engineering staff
(issues such as designating preferred areas for
small cell deployments, color requirements,
lighting, and much more) with examples from
regulations throughout the country. The session
will also discuss how to process applications for
small cell wireless infrastructure.
William R. Hanna
Walter Haverfield, LLP

Bridget Susel
City of Kent

B. SHORT SESSIONS: RECALCULATING
– WORKING TO IMPROVE THE EVERCHANGING PROCESS
Whether we like it or not, in order to get many
things accomplished, there are certain processes
and procedures that we must abide by. From
formal procedures that are required by law
to informal procedures that have come to be
expected, it can all be overwhelming. All the
while, you still have a job to do and best interests
to look out for. In this session, hear, cautionary
tales and words of wisdom about getting through
the process as painlessly as possible. We will
touch on topics of data collection and analysis,
public processes and grant writing.
Abraham Bruckman
City of Mentor
Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris
City Architecture
Alex Pesta
City Architecture
Krysta Pesarchick
City Architecture
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C. SHORT SESSIONS: BARKING UP
THE RIGHT TREE
What different elements go into proper tree
species selection for urban environments,
including green and gray infrastructure
interactions and utility corridors above- and
below-ground? With careful planning and
site condition considerations, urban planners
can ensure the long-term health of a tree and
maximize the ecological benefits. Next we’ll
explore how planners can capitalize on America’s
growing love of their pets. In Pecha Kucha-style,
we’ll learn about the roles our four-legged friends
play in planning and best practices: placemaking
and creatively integrating pets into public spaces,
desirable pet amenities and market aptitude
toward them, and using your community’s
pet friendliness for economic development
and marketing.
Jim Jenkins
Davey Resource Group
Aaron Domini
OHM Advisors

STRENGTH
through STABILITY
Our Ohio-based team of Planners, Biologists, Certified
Arborists®, and GIS personnel can help you meet your
planning and sustainability goals.
»

Urban Forest Master Plans

»

Tree Benefit Analyses

»

Urban Canopy Tree
Assessments

»

Natural Areas Design and
Land Management

»

Green Infrastructure Design
and Maintenance

»

Ecological Consulting

»

Federal and State Regulatory
Guidance

»

Stream, Wetland, and Habitat
Restoration

Jim Jenkins
Senior Project Manager

330.673.5682 x8015 (office)
330.289.4381 (mobile)
Jim.Jenkins@davey.com

4:00 – 5:00 PM | RECEPTION
Sponsored by:
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PLANNING & ZONING
PLANNING

• Comprehensive plans
• Neighborhood
revitalization studies
• Park and community
facilities plans
• Downtown plans
• Community
engagement
• Group facilitation

ZONING

• Complete code rewrite
• Consultation on
selected amendments
– text and map
• Review plans for
compliance
• Expert witness

DEVELOPMENT
SERVICES

• Prepare site/
development plans
• Assess financial
feasibility and fiscal
impacts
• Secure community
support and approvals

Kristin Hopkins, FAICP
Manager of Planning Services
440.530.2320
khopkins@ctconsultants.com

Envision Group LLC
2249 Elm St, Suite 419 | Cleveland, OH 44113

Preserve
ecological assets &
cultural resources

PLAN

Mission

Enhance
existing
systems &
underutilized
structures

DESIGN

Create
vibrant places &
critical linkages

Visioning
Public Engagement
Comprehensive Planning
Multimodal Transportation
Highway & Freight Corridors
Redevelopment & Revitalization
Feasibility & Market Analyses
Transportation Facilities
Complete Streets
Trails
Streetscapes
Parks & Recreation
Green Infrastructure
Site Layout & Utilities

IMPLEMENT

www.envisiongroupllc.com

Funding Strategies
Grant Writing
Zoning & Form-Based Codes
Design Guidelines
Public Approvals & Permitting
Environmental Documentation
Public-Private Partnerships (P3)

City of Akron awarded
$8,000,000 TIGER Grant!
Envision is proud to have assisted the City of
Akron with the State of Ohio’s only successful
USDOT TIGER grant application in 2017,
awarded $8,000,000 to construct a Complete
& Green Street on Main Street in Downtown.

Have a project you’re not sure
how to get off the ground?
Please contact:

Ryan Smalley, AICP, PE
216.906.7866

ryan.smalley@envisiongroupllc.com

PLACEMAKING
EVERY PLACE HAS A STORY... TELL YOURS

RDLarchitects.com

Visit us in the exhibiting area!

WAYFINDING & DESIGN
FOR COMMUNITIES

guidestudio.com

FACILITY MAP

i

TURIN 1
VENICE GRAND

TURIN 2

TUSCANY
GRAND
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NOTES
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NOTES
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ohioplanning.org/Cleveland
Design by Guide Studio | guidestudio.com

