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= New Ruralism

= Virtual Tour of Case Studies
" Maine Grains

= The Relief Zone Community Youth
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= Reflection on Lessons Learned
= Question & Answer

= Conclusion
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Strong Character

* “Soul” of great communities — helps
keep them alive

e Historic fabric of stonewalls, town
centers, barns

* Creates spaces where people stand
and gather, smiling, hugging, talking

* Connection to natural systems
 Community celebration
* Self-sufficiency




Individualism within Community

e \/olunteerism
e Empowerment

* [ngenuity, creativity

* Entrepreneurism Yo

e Co-operatives /‘| .

e Local ownership

e Everyone is important



The New Ruralism Team

* Tara Bamford, Community Planning Consultant

e Jo Anne Carr, Town of Jaffrey NH & Fitchburg State
University

Peg ElImer Hough, Community Resilience Organization

Mark Lapping, University of Southern Maine

Chad Nabity, Regional Planning Director, Grand Island, NE

Lynne Seeley, Community Planning Consultant

Jennifer Whittaker, University of Pennsylvania



Criteria

» Appropriately fits rural communities/areas with low
population density.

* Not dependent on the existence of professional town
staff.

 Locally-driven and locally supported.

* Fosters:
* Healthy, thriving communities

* Improvement in quality of life, livable wage jobs, meeting
basic household needs, and/or long-term community
sustainability

* Growth in the local and regional economy rather than leakage
of wealth outside the region



Sustinability




Welcome to the Northern New England APA Chapter = Knowledge Center =

Case Studies of New
Ruralism



Case Studies

Click on the category below to view our current collection of case
studies:

Focusing on Food

People Helping People
Building Jobs on Our Strengths
Energy of Volunteers

Other Innovative Rural Initiatives
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Black Belt Tr
Cultural Arts

Investing in
Economic D

The Black Belt Treasu
Center (BBTCAC), nestie
Beit, is @ non-profit arts
and heritage cnafds from
painters, seuiptors, potti
quilters, woodwaorkers, ¢
gallery space. studios, ai
classronms, the center 15
hreakfasts, vetail, a dow:
srene, and a growing to
nearly fifteen years of di
culture, and place. Black
the center of @ budding ¢
veuitalization in the regi

About Camden, AL

Black Bell Treasures i
Alabama, near Lhe Alaba
five incorporaled commy
Ihe lown serves as Lhe e
Counly, Home Lo jusl ove
Lown is predominalely A
Though it's located near]
interstate, numerous wul
altracl fishers, hunlers, o
Lhe region,

Originally a cotton-he
ecnnamy, the region con'
levels of unemployment ;

Case Stucies of Small Town &
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Quimper Village:
Building Senior Co-
housing in Port
Townsend, WA

About Port Townscend, WA

llage, o senior co-housing
SOTATINT Incated in the Victorian
walerlionl lown of Porl Townsend, W, Lome
to 44 people, this intentional self-guverning
enmmnnity is demonstrating a new mndel of
steror living lhal allows residenls Lo age in
place while remuining an sctive part of the
vibrant Port Townsend Lown,

Cuimper

At the tip of the Quimper Peninsula in
dellerson Counly, Porl Townsend goands Uae
entranve to the Puget Sound and the groater
Olympic Peninaula. & little over two hours
north of Seatlle, te town of
4,515 peaple i often ranked one of the best
places tn retive in the comniry. Onee a major
seaport to the Pueific Northwest, the town's
maritime economic wealth is reflected
in Victorian-era hansing loaking out aver an
aclive and archilecturally signilicant dain
Brreet cnrridor. Cne of onlr three Victorian
Seqports on the National Register of Historic
P the eotine downlvwn core Is preserved
4z a Matiomal Historie District. Walkable tree-
Tined streels, locally owned businesses, molliple
fstivals, and sbundant arts snd culture
arganizations contribute to the town's
charm, With the Olympic Manntaing asa
backdrup and the Sulizh Sea at the
donrsten, the reginn's protected heachas,
temperate climate, and natural beanty attract
visitors trom across the country.

Port Townsend's population reflects its
reputation as an ideal retivement Incation,
‘With a madian age of 55 years, residents are
wround exghteen veers older than the state's
madian aga. More than half of residents have
a bachelo”s, master's, professional, or
doctoral degree compured b avound 559% of
pecple statewide. Median honzehald
ingenes al $50,350, howerer, are 1
than the stutewdde average of 566,10
perhaps due to the high number of retirees.

teh lower

The town's numerous natural, eultural, and
historic assets have eontribwtad to steady
population growth thal is projectsd Lo
continue. With seasonal tourists and new
permhanent residents inereasing, vacant land

e O $ilage Fas s sonall frans
warudarad pech Tacing veiphon s Font duass 1o
ancaurags interamize with cher community membes,

Case Sludies of Small Town & Bural Innovalion |



New Ruralism Case Studies

LOCATION

PROJECT

Kodiak Island Borough, AK

Skowhegan, ME
Plymouth, NH

Vermont

Port Clyde, ME
Frewsburg, NY

Port Townsend, WA
Lubec, ME

Jaffrey, NH
Bowdoinham, ME
Camden, AL

Mad River Valley, VT
Deer Isle, ME
Bethlehem & Berlin, NH
Thetford, VT

Plymouth, NH

Allen, IN

Norwich, VT

Grand Lake Stream, ME
Northfield, VT

Kodiak Harvest Food Coop

Somerset Grist Mill

Local Foods Plymouth

Farm to Plate

Fresh Catch

Relief Zone Community Youth Center
Quimper Village

Lubec Community Qutreach Center
Monadnock at Home

Successful Aging in Place

Black Belt Treasures Cultural Arts Center
Mad River Valley Economic Study

Island Employee Cooperative

Women's Entrepreneurial Network
Home Energy Action Team

Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative
NewAllen Alliance

SmartCommute Program

Downeast Lakes Land Trust

Water Street
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MAIN K
GRZXZINS.

www.mainegrains.com
#mainegrains I1G
@mainegrains FB
amber@mainegrains.com



http://www.mainegrains.com/
mailto:amber@mainegrains.com
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Black Belt Treasures

CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
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Lessons & Reflections




Build strong
relationships

Ig':"\




Celebrate
incremental
wWins o

g4
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Communicate
and share out

often
(&)



O

Be adaptable
and listen



Learn from other
communities

2
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Look for the long
term ripple

effects ‘



Facilitated Q&A
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https://nne.planning.org/knowledge/new-ruralism/
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