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Planners want people to engage in 
zoning - but people don’t understand it. 







Standardized information can help 
people understand zoning. 



It can also help planners evaluate 
zoning in one or more jurisdictions. 





www.zoningatlas.org





Generate Jurisdiction List

Collect Jurisdiction Info

Assign Jurisdictions

Input District Info

Generate Districts

Collect GIS Layers

Clean GIS Layers

Merge Data

Publish Atlas

Merge Data

Publish Atlas



Jurisdiction Information



Zoning/District Information





Spreadsheet vs. How-to Guide



Collecting/Drawing Maps



Reconciling Maps







CT Project

• 169 towns à 180 “zoning” jurisdictions 

• 2,622 “zoning” districts 

• 32,378 pages of zoning text 











First you 
select 

options: 

Then land meeting the criteria shows up in purple. 

Here, 
we’ve 

chosen 1-
family 

housing. 



The Atlas Shows if a CT Town: 

• Zones primarily for single-family housing
• Allows accessory apartments
• Zones for multi-family housing around 

shops, or any train/CTfastrak station
• Walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods are good 

for the environment, health, and economic 
growth.

• Requires large minimum lot sizes



90.6% Single-Family Housing As of Right



2% 4+ Family Housing As of Right



1 family housing2 family housing3 family housing4 family housing





Standardized information can also tell 
us what factors matter.  [Urban Institute] 





Fair housing. Transportation. 
Food supply. Economic Opportunity. 
Nature access. School segregation.



So you want to create a zoning atlas? 





Assembling Your Team

• Patient, detail-oriented, and has a sense of humor

• Roles: 
• Project Manager

• Zoning Code Analyst(s)

• Geospatial Lead

• Geospatial Analyst(s)



Project Manager 

• Planner, Researcher, Government Official, or Lawyer? 

• Responsibilities: 
• Team management 

• Coordinate outreach to studied jurisdictions 

• Organize, organize, organize 



Zoning Code Anaylst(s)

• Professional planners/attorneys, college students, grad 
students, law students?  

• Responsibilities: 
• Read zoning codes

• Translate them into Spreadsheet 



Geospatial Team

• GIS specialists, preferably ones well-connected to fellow GIS 
professionals 

• Responsibilities: 
• Manage, clean, and merge GIS files 

• Match zoning districts from Spreadsheet 

• Hand draw missing zoning districts 





Join the Collaborative!

• Pursuing knowledge for the public good

• Committing to data accuracy 

• Seeing data to completion 

• Working efficiently

• Openness to collaboration

• Communicating



Contact me at sara.bronin@cornell.edu
once you have a team together! 



www.zoningatlas.org/jobs





Thank you. @sarabronin


