
 
July 13, 2026 

 

Russell T. Vought 

Director, Office of Management and Budget 

725 17th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20503 

 

Re: Comments on Proposed Rule – Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance; 2 CFR Part 200 

(Docket OMB-2026-0034) 

 

Dear Director Vought: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in response to the Office of Management and 

Budget's (OMB) proposed rule rewriting 2 CFR Part 200 (Uniform Guidance), I am writing on behalf 

of the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO), an organization that represents the 282 

County Commissioners, Executives and Council members covering all of Ohio’s 88 counties. 

 

CCAO members share OMB’s goals of improving transparency, accountability and oversight of 

federal funds and are committed to ensuring public resources are utilized appropriately. However, we 

do have some concerns with the process and timing of the proposed rule as well as some of its 

provisions, and, therefore, would request the following changes: 

 

1) An extension of the public comment period from 45 days to at least 90 days. 

2) A delay in the implementation of the rule for one year until October 1, 2027. 

3) An opportunity for a robust Federalism consultation process. 

Firstly, while the current comment period ending on July 13, 2026, is in line with normal practice, 

CCAO believes that this major rewrite of Uniform Guidance is complex and rises to the level of 

warranting an extended period of public comment, at least an additional 45 days, to enable all 

intergovernmental parties to fully comprehend the revisions, think through the anticipated effects and 

provide comprehensive recommendations on the rule. 

 

Secondly, as Ohio counties operate under a calendar fiscal year, from January 1- December 30, this 

new rule would take effect in the fourth quarter of our current fiscal year and cause great challenges as 

we reconcile the year with different rules for the last quarter than the rest of the fiscal year.  Therefore, 

in consideration of our first request and given the complexity of the rule and the calendar fiscal year 



that counties operate under, CCAO feels a delay in implementation of the rule for one year, until 

October 1, 2027, allowing for adequate time for review and application of the revised rule. 

 

Lastly, we ask that a more robust Federalism consultation take place. Given the proposed rule change 

is greater than 400 pages and is of great consequence to the programs and citizens of Ohio, CCAO 

does not feel that the current 45-day comment period or current process for implementation of this new 

rule has provided the opportunity for a sufficient Federalism consultation. By accepting CCAO’s first 

two requests OMB would have adequate time to provide a vigorous process of bringing all parties 

together and allow us all to produce the best possible product that meets our joint goals of 

transparency, accountability, and oversight. 

 

Once again, the County Commissioners Association of Ohio is appreciative of the opportunity to share 

our thoughts on the proposed changes to Uniform Guidance. We would be happy to provide any 

additional information requested or to meet with OMB staff to discuss these comments in greater 

detail. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Denise Driehaus 

Hamilton County Commissioner 

County Commissioners Association of Ohio, President 

 


