Instructional Communication Division Business Meeting Agenda
Eastern Communication Association Conference 2026
Sheraton Hotel Station Square, Pittsburgh, PA ***Waterfront Room***
Friday, April 10, 2026 - 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
Attendance (listed below):
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of 2025 Business Meeting Minutes
3. Officer Report
· Conference Programming Overview: 
· 11 Interest Group slots 
· 2 Competitive Paper sessions 
· 4 Panels 
· 4 Roundtables 
· 1 Business Meeting 
· Submission Statistics: 
· Total Submissions: 21 
· Total Accepted: 16 
· Acceptance Rate: 76% 
· Business Meeting Time Note: 
· Current: 10:00 AM 
· Potential future standardization to 10:00 AM across divisions (pending confirmation) 
· Acknowledgment of Reviewers: 
· Katherine Armstrong, Jordan Atkinson, James Baker, Cathlin Clark-Gordon, Mary Donato, Maria Hannah, Zac Johnson, Stephen Kromka, Sara LaBelle, Scott Myers, Sara Pitts, Casey Stratton, Sara Weintraub 
4. Award Presentations (Top Papers)
1. “Instructor Clarity Fosters Student Learning by Reducing Cognitive Load (For Some Students)”
San Bolkan (California State University, Long Beach); Alan K. Goodboy (West Virginia University); Nick Serki (California State University, Long Beach) 
2. “Using Rhetorical/Relational Goal Theory to Explore the Moderating Effect of Instructor Communication on Student Interest and Engagement”
Scott Alan Myers (West Virginia University); Abigail Adejumo (West Virginia University); Nathaniel J. Beer (West Virginia University); Amarachi Nina Uma Mbam (West Virginia University); Matthew Witkowski (West Virginia University); April N Wright (West Virginia University) 
3. “Incorporating (Self) Deception into Public Speaking Courses”
Miranda Rouse (Hampden-Sydney College); Xiaoti Fan (The University of Alabama in Huntsville); Darrin J. Griffin (The University of Alabama) 
5. Report from Vice Chair (Carly Densmore)

6. Report from Executive Council Representative (Dana Borzea)
7. Future Conference Information
· 118th ECA 2027 Location: 
· Hyatt Regency - Reston, Virginia (March 30-April 4, 2027)
8. New Positions / Participation Discussion
· How can we continue to increase division participation and engagement? 
9. New Business
· Bylaws Update (from 2025 vote): 
· Approved (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 5 abstentions) 
· Officially approved: “Chair plans for the interest group; Vice Chair plans for the following year.” 
10. Nominations and Elections
· Vice Chair Election *Needed*: 
· Carly Densmore will plan ECA 2027 
· Newly elected Vice Chair will plan ECA 2028 
· Secretary Election *Needed*: 
· Katie Armstrong’s term concludes today
· 2 year role
· Executive Council Representative: 
· No election needed 
· Sara Pitts serves through Thursday 2028 
11. Announcements and Discussion
· Gavel passed to Carly Densmore 
· Carly will: 
· Attend planning committee meeting 
· Distribute survey for reviewers, respondents, and chairs 
· Continued emphasis on division growth and engagement 
12. Adjournment

