Good afternoon, 
Several EMAO Members have asked for resources to stay better informed on both state and federal legislative issues and the budget process. This isn’t an exhaustive list, but hopefully will get you started if you’re not sure where to find good information. 
EMAO
As EMAO Members, please start at our website: https://www.emaohio.org/aws/EMAO/pt/sp/home_page. Under the Member Info tab, you can find all our EMAO Newsletters and also EMAO Updates, including an update on the Property Tax Reform in Ohio posted yesterday - https://www.emaohio.org/aws/EMAO/ebulletin/view?actual_time=2025-06-25T00%3A00%3A00%2B00%3A00&id=269591. You can also find the EMAO Legislative Update under Member Info > Member Resources which will give you what is happening around the Ohio Statehouse. This update includes information for many sectors/partners that could have potential implications for us or our local partners going forward. It is at the bottom of the page. The Member Resources Tab also includes the EMAO Handbook, the EMAO Constitution, and the EMAO Standing Resolutions, which can all be found at the top of the page. 
IAEM
IAEM-USA does amazing work helping to provide information on government actions that affect emergency management and also providing research and information sources. Membership is $199/yr to take advantage of everything they have to offer. One of the best resources is the IAEMconnect Community. It has message boards and committees with a very engaged membership, including a very popular U.S. Government Affairs Committee and the County Emergency Management Caucus, which is chaired by Hamilton County Director Nick Crossley. If you don’t have the funding or the time to be involved with IAEM, you can find the link for the IAEM Bulletin here: https://www.iaem.org/resources/newsletter. This resource is open to the public through the summer to help everyone stay current on the latest developments that could impact our profession. 
Federal Resources
To read the Executive Orders that President Trump has issued since January 20, 2025, please go to:  https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-orders/. There are also briefing notes, fact sheets, and live news feeds on this site. 
For the Budgeting process, you can go to  https://www.congress.gov/ to see all the current legislative activities, follow legislation and changes through the legislative process, and follow both House and Senate Committee Meetings. They publish the Daily Digest, a  Congressional Record which includes the recap of legislation and committee hearings, plus the agenda for the next day: https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record.  Most of the larger committee meetings and confirmation hearings are available to watch on CSPAN, but all the of the House and Senate Meetings are live streamed from Congress.gov, House.gov, and Senate.gov. on YouTube. 
If you would like to follow along with FEMA potential changes, follow the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. Attached above is the information for the second FEMA Review Council Meeting and if you missed the first one, the transcript is here: https://www.congress.gov/event/119th-congress/house-event/LC74386/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22fema+review%22%7D&s=6&r=1.  FEMA also has a weekly bulletin that you can subscribe to at the bottom of this page: https://www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/newsletters. 
State Resources
Michelle does a lot of great work for us in keeping up with the Ohio Legislature, but if you’d like to watch live, all Ohio Supreme Court, House, and Senate Sessions, plus the Governor’s Addresses are carried on the Ohio Channel: https://ohiochannel.org/. You can track legislation and find your local representatives here: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/. There is a dedicated page for Budget and also all session notes are available for both the House and Senate on this site. 
If you have not joined the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO), Ohio Township Association (OTA), and National Association of Counties (NACo), those organizations and many more are putting out information regarding legislation at all levels for their members. 
If you need additional assistance finding reputable resources for a particular issue, please let me or one of the Executive Committee Members know. 


 
