
Every day, line workers endanger themselves with
respiratory ailments, among other complications. 
It’s best to consider prevention of safety hazards when
the contractor adheres to safety measures, such as
proper clothing. Although there is no way to eliminate
accidents, there are actions and tips to reduce them.
Check out the tips below to protect your line
workers from common safety hazards.

12 TIPS TO PROTECT AGAINST
COMMON LINEWORKER SAFETY
HAZARDS
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To solicit feedback, always involve your managers
when creating a hazard map.

It's essential to inform others of the possible threats
and reenergize the equipment on time. For
instance, maintain all electrical installations and
ensure workers wear well-rated footwear. Hire an
electrician to fix damaged cables and other faulty
appliances.

1. IDENTIFYING JOB HAZARDS

Start by conducting regular worksite inspections.
Assess the type of equipment and any safety hazard
that may be strenuous to eliminate. Interviewing the
workers and managers is vital because it allows them to
express their concerns. Besides, your workers' morale
improves when you involve them in identifying
hazards. 

Next, create a hazard map by drawing an extensive
outline of the worksite. Don’t forget to draw existing
and potential hazards. 
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2. USING PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT

April 1 – 5 IMEA 611 Basic Workshop Scottsburg
(032023)

April 15 – 19  IMEA 613 Advanced Workshop
Scottsburg  (041921)

April 29 – May 1  APPA  Legislative Rally Washington

May 6 -17 IMEA 610 Wood Pole Climbing Workshop
Scottsburg (050624)
                  

May 20 – 24 IMEA 612 Intermediate Workshop
Scottsburg (050222)
                      

APRIL

JULY

July  23 - 24  IMEA Insolate & Isolate Workshop
(Sc ottsburg)

JUNE

June 5 - 6 IMEA Line Clearance Arborist
Certification (Frankfort)

June 19 - 21 IMEA 212 Transformer Theory  
and Connections Workshop (Scottsburg)

IMEA 2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Protective equipment prevents unnecessary
injuries in the workplace. In addition, PPEs
reduce the spread of germs and infectious
diseases. Your business will comply with
regulatory requirements when workers use
personal protective equipment.
Procure safety goggles and face shields to
protect your workers from splashes and burns.
The safety equipment must comply with eye
protection standards. Also, lenses should have
no deformity or cracks. Straps, on the other
hand, should be in perfect condition.
To protect workers from respiratory illnesses,
encourage using self-contained apparatus and
gas masks. Before procuring the equipment,
train your workers. Ensure that the equipment is
up to protect workers against common hazards in
the workplace by checking its instructions.
Headgears are also necessary for head
protection. Hard hats and headgears shouldn't
have any dents or deformities. Storing the
headgears in extreme heat weakens the shell.
Body protection gears are vital in protecting
workers from toxic chemicals and extreme
temperatures. The high visibility bib overalls
should be heat resistant. 

3. PROPERLY USING COVER-UP
EQUIPMENT

Cover-up equipment ensures line workers don't
make contact with energized machines. Workers are
prone to shocks and arc flash hazards when     
cover-up equipment isn't used. Cover-up equipment
is used with a line hose to cover conductors,
increasing protection against high voltage lines.
                                             (Continued, Page 3)

https://www.osha.gov/personal-protective-equipment
https://www.allseasonsuniforms.com/occupation/flame-resistant/
https://www.allseasonsuniforms.com/occupation/high-visibility/bib-overalls/
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8. STOP WORK TO ADDRESS HAZARDS

Employees shouldn't work before safety hazards are
addressed. Consider involving a supervisor or taking
time to purchase the right equipment for the task.
Ensure that you address work-related risks before they
cause potentially fatal injuries.

9. COMMUNICATE HAZARDS TO ALL
WORKERS

Don't assume that your workers understand the safety
hazards of a task. If you change or upgrade equipment
in your workplace, consider informing the workers and
training them on using the equipment. Inform the
workers about moving machinery parts and any
electrical problems.

10. AVOID WORKING ON LIVE
EQUIPMENT

Electrical and mechanical sources in machines can be
hazardous. Injuries and deaths are common when
servicing machines and equipment in workplaces. That's
why your workers should follow lockout and tag-out
procedures.                                    (Continued Page 4)

(CONTINUED)

Ensure all line workers have the equipment to provide
maximum protection from electrocution. With the right
equipment, your workers will work productively and safely.

4. PROTECTING AGAINST CURRENTS IN
GROUNDED SYSTEMS

Don't assume that all grounded systems are safe.
Remember that an electromagnetic field can create
currents. Although it's rare, extreme conditions make
grounded systems dangerous.
It's advisable to inspect all equipment before using them
to avoid common hazards. Check if the equipment is
working correctly. Train your workers and inform them of
possible safety hazards and how to handle them.

5. STAY AWAY FROM WIRES

Checking the electrical power lines in a workplace helps
the line worker avoid contact with them. Let the worker
know the exact location of the wires. The workers must be
cautious when working near-invisible electrical cables.

6. TURN THE POWER OFF

Turning the power off is vital, especially for workers
working with electrical devices. Turn off the power from
the source.

7. LABEL AND STORE CHEMICALS
PROPERLY

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
encourages business owners to keep chemical storage
records. Proper labeling of chemicals prevents
injuries and property loss. Avoid storing
incompatible chemicals together as this can lead to
fire or explosion.
In addition, your workers must understand Safety
Data Sheets and how to use them.

https://www.safetyworksmaine.gov/safe_workplace/safety_management/
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(CONTINUED)

Before maintenance, place a lock on the machine and a
tag on the shut-off device. Follow all tag-out
instructions before servicing the equipment. Wear
rubber gloves and goggles if you have to work on live
equipment.

11. KEEP THE WORKPLACE CLEAN

Housekeeping is a must if you want to prevent
injuries in the long run. Slips, sprains, and strains are
common in disorganized areas. Before and after the
working shift, workers should clean their working
areas. Here are tips for maintaining a clean and
organized workplace:

Organizing drawers
Cleaning the floor regularly
Placing trash in all corners

12. USING THE RIGHT TOOL FOR THE
JOB

Tools and equipment should only be used for
intended purposes. Using the wrong tool in a task
may cause injuries and also damage the tool. Using
the right tool, however, guarantees the successful
completion of the task. Employees complete their
jobs efficiently and on time using the right tools.

PARTING SHOT

Being a line worker comes with serious safety risks. It's
essential to understand how different workplaces operate
and proper protective measures. Line workers shouldn't
start work without all crucial safeguards. On the other
hand, employers must procure quality equipment to
protect workers from accidents.



Careers in Public Power

Public power is more to     
communities than just an   
essential utility. It is a source of
unique and fulfilling career
opportunities in your local
community. Employees make a
difference by  serving their own
neighborhoods and families.
Talented high school, college and
technical college graduates and
even technology, environmental  
and public service professionals           
will find that competitive salaries
aren’t the only thing attractive
about careers in public power.

To post a classified ad to our jobs
in Public Power page. Please
email text to janel@imea.com.

INDIANA MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC
ASSOCIATION

176 W. LOGAN ST. #225
NOBLESVILLE, IN. 46060

 765.366.5506 I www.imea.com

Do you have important news or
photos that you would like to share
in our bi-weekly newsletters?
Please email all news and photos
to janel@imea.com
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