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LeadingAge Ohio Personal Needs Allowance (PNA) – Assisted Living Talking Points for Providers, Residents, and Resident Councils
Core Message
· Assisted living residents on Medicaid should receive the same personal needs allowance (PNA) increase – from $50 to $75 - already provided to nursing facility residents. 
· This is about fairness, dignity, and correcting an oversight in how the policy was implemented. 

What is the Personal Needs Allowance?
· The PNA is the small amount of money residents keep each month for personal expenses. 
· It covers essentials like toiletries, clothing, haircuts, phone service, and social activities. 
· For many residents, this is their only flexible income. 

What Happened?
· The SFY 2027-2028 state budget increased the PNA from $50 to $75 per month. 
· However, assisted living residents were not included in that increase. 
· Nursing facility residents received the increase - assisted living residents did not. 

Why This Matters
· Assisted living residents often have equal or greater out-of-pocket expenses due to their independence. 
· $50 per month does not go far in today’s economy. 
· The additional $25 would make a real, everyday difference in residents’ quality of life. 
· Treating settings differently creates an unintended inequity in the Medicaid program. 

What Needs to Be Fixed
· The issue is not policy intent - it is how the change was implemented. 
· Assisted living funding is structured differently: 
· Medicaid pays for services 
· Room and board comes from the resident’s income (minus the PNA) 
· Without a technical fix, increasing the PNA would unintentionally reduce provider room & board payments. 

The Solution
· Adjust the assisted living payment structure to: 
· Allow residents to keep the full $75 PNA 
· Ensure providers are not financially penalized 
· This includes: 
· Updating room & board calculations 
· A small increase to the services portion (about $0.83 per day) 
· The total cost to the state is modest - approximately $1.35 million annually. 

Key Message for Legislators & Media
· We believe the General Assembly intended for all Medicaid long-term care residents to be treated equally. 
· This is a technical correction to the SFY 2027-2028 state budget, not a new policy expansion. 
· The fix is low-cost, high-impact, and improves residents’ daily lives. 
· This is request is not related to House Bill 822 introduced by Representative Click (R-Tiffin) to increase the PNA to $100. However, we support any efforts to increase the PNA and expand it to assisted living residents.


Why Resident Voices Matter
· This issue began with residents speaking up—and their voices remain the most powerful. 
· Personal stories about what $25 more per month would mean are critical to driving action. 
· Resident councils are encouraged to: 
· Share letters with policymakers 
· Speak with media if comfortable 
· Advocate for equal treatment across care settings
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