
Arts & Culture
+

Public Health

Arts and culture enrich 
our lives, our 
communities, and our 
nation. Arts are 
essential for healthy 
communities and can 
help to address today’s 
most pressing 
community health 
challenges. 



1.Artists as Trusted Messengers 

2.Creative Climate Resilience

3.Social & Community Resilience



Artists as Trusted 

Messengers



Something that I have 

talked about with some 

people at work is how 

exciting it is to have our 

work depicted in a way 

that’s so much more 

accessible to people … I’m 

always very excited when 

someone does cover my 

work in that way, but this 

sits in a very unique 

position of reaching 

people who otherwise 

would never hear about 

this work. - Danielle McPeak
Boston Globe Cartoon 
Substance Use Program & Staff



COVID-19 Communications 
Developed by Boston area artists



Artist in Residence
At Cambridge Public Health Department



Creative Climate 

Resilience



SHADE IS 
SOCIAL 
JUSTICE

City of Cambridge 8

Imagination
+

Experimentation
+ 

Climate Justice















Social and 

Community 

Resilience



BLOCK PARTIES

16



2024 PARTY SEASON

17

▪ 94 block parties in 2024, similar to 2023
▪ ~40% first-time block party hosts
▪ Activity still concentrated in specific neighborhoods
▪ Increased grant to $300
▪ Application process still a barrier to some
▪ New communication campaign
▪ Post-season survey underway



Map
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Lessons

• Find collaborators and nontraditional partners

• Aligned goals and understanding of community

• Break silos

• Find the art champions, local artists and cultural organizations

• Tap into state resources like Mass Cultural Council: ArtRx, 
grants

• National resources like the Nat’l Endowment for the Arts

• Reach out to the ‘doers’

• Work with local artists, they want to help too!
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