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DISCLAIMER

• This information is provided for  
educational purposes only.  It is not 
intended to constitute legal advice.  



MANUFACTURERS 
DISTRIBUTERS 
PHARMACIES



Pharmaceutical Manufacturers:

Pharmaceutical Distributors:

Pharmacies:

Companies that have been sued and are paying legal settlements to date:



THE NORTH AMERICAN OPIOID CRISIS
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REFLECTIONS

• Historically opioid use disorder affected “poor” and “ethnic minorities”

• Now affects “white suburban neighborhoods”

• Quincy policeman:
• Not just affecting those with “tough backgrounds” but also affecting

• “good families”

• Those that “played sports”

• Those that “hang out with good people”

• This is an important story to tell.
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GROUNDS FOR LITIGATION
• Manufacturers:  

• Aggressive sales tactics
• Thousands of in-person calls to MA doctors

• Distributers:
• Faulty order monitoring systems
• Actively ignored red flags of suspicious orders to pharmacies

• Pharmacies:
• Negligent dispensing 
• Did not check for prescriptions’ legitimacy

• Marketing companies:
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PUBLI CI S  HEA LT H MEDI A  -  MA RKET-LEA D I N G 
MEDI A  AGENCY
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PURDUE MOTIVATIONAL SALES MEETINGS
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AS A RESULT:
• Untold increases in opioid over-dispensing and diversion

• Multiplied incidents of opioid use disorder, overdose and death in MA
• 2009 – 2021

• 18,061 deaths from opioids

• 68% from prescriptions filled by MA physicians.

• Purdue Pharma still not resolved

• Rite Aid not resolved

• Others?
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BY THE NUMBERS 
• MA will receive nearly $1 billion over 18-year period.

• $500 million from Johnson & Johnson

• $61 million from Walmart

• $130 million from Teva and Allergan

• $230 million from CVS and Walgreens

• 60% to state*
• RIZE matching fund grants

• 40% to local cities and towns
• Some to a few counties.
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