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Beaches: Agenda

1. Program Updates
•New Staff
•2024 Accomplishments
•2025 Updates

2. Data Portal Demonstration
3. Pre-Season Reminders
•Overview of WQ Criteria and Posting 

Requirements
•Sampler Contingency Plan

4. CyanoHABs

Wellfleet Beach, 
Wellfleet
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Beaches: New Division, New Staff 

•Division of Environmental Toxicology, Hazard Assessment 
and Prevention (TOX)

•Recreational Water Team:

•Logan Bailey ð Lead Scientist, TOX

•Rachel Gladstone ð Cyanobacteria/Harmful Algae Bloom Coordinator 

•Kerri Strobeck ð Beaches Project Coordinator

•Bridget Ducey ð Beach Inspector: Cape & Islands, Buzzards Bay, Western 

Massachusetts

•Michael Beattie ð Beach Inspector: North Shore, Boston, Central 

Massachusetts
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Beaches: 2024 Season Summary

•Thank you to our partners for an 
incredibly successful first year 
with our new Data Dashboard!

•500,000+ views to our public 

Beaches Dashboard on mass.gov

•80% of all data uploaded to the 

Data Portal in real time 

by  Contract Labs, BOH, and DCR

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/interactive-beach-water-quality-dashboard

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/interactive-beach-water-quality-dashboard


Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph

Beaches: System Improvements

1. Updated Public Dashboard

•New user interface

•Will now refresh hourly from 8am - 

5pm

•Excellent resource for current 

information 

https://www.mass.gov/info -details/interactive-beach-water-quality-dashboard

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/interactive-beach-water-quality-dashboard
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Beaches: System Improvements

2. Automated WQ Upload Notifications
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Beaches: Live Data Portal Demonstration  

•Bookmark our Beaches Portal to your browser:

https://mdph-envdata.casetivity.com/

https://mdph-envdata.casetivity.com/
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Beaches: WQ Criteria

•Beach must be posted if:
• Geomean exceeds threshold

• Single sample exceedance

•2 consecutive single sample 

exceedances

•on MDPH’s Post-After-1 List

•Beaches can only be re-opened once 
the single sample and the geomean 
are below threshold
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Beaches: Posting Reporting Requirements

•BOH:
•Need to post signs immediately

•24 hours to report the posting to MDPH via the Portal
•Also need to report re-openings via the Portal!

https://mdph -envdata.casetivity.com/
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Beaches: Operators Sign 

•Required at each beach entrance:
•Beach Name

•Dates of Operation

•Operator Name & Number

•Permit #

•ñNot monitored for bacteria outside of seasonò 
message

•Encouraged:
•Size: At least 8.5” by 11” 

•Weather-resistant

•QR code for more information and/or language 
translation
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  Beaches: Posting Sign

•Required at parking lot 
entrances and beach 
entrances:

"Warning! No Swimming. 
Swimming May Cause 

Illness."

ü Reason for Posting

ü Date of Posting

ü BOH Contact 
Information

ü Red Hatch Mark Graphic
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Beaches: Sampler Contingency Plan

•Beaches must be posted in absence of a weekly 

sample collection

•Don’t let your beach close due to sampler vacation, 
sickness, etc!

1. Identify a back-up sampler

2. Review and document sample location(s)

3. Provide sample collection training 

4. Provide contract lab details

5. Review and document sample exceedance procedures
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Beaches: METRIK Initiative

•New DPH-OLRH initiative 

•Set to include beach permit and 
inspection forms

•Targeted implementation: Summer 2026
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Cyanobacteria 

Harmful Algal Blooms 

(CyanoHABs)
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DPH Statewide CyanoHAB Workshop

•May 7th ς virtual event
• Contact 

bridget.j.ducey@mass.gov

Featuring:
• Cyanobacteria genus guide for local 

health
• Trends in MA cyanoHAB data
• Presentations from researchers and 

other agencies

mailto:bridget.ducey@mass.gov
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REDCap Online Reporting Portal

• If you need technical assistance regarding a potential harmful algal bloom, contact 
us or submit a report viaREDCap: https://redcap.ehs.mass.gov/redcap/
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Upcoming New CyanoHAB Resources

• Sample collection SOP for 
cyanobacteria testing

• Updated advisory sign template
• Chinese (simplified)
• Chinese (traditional)
• Haitian Creole
• Spanish
• Khmer
• Portuguese
• Russian
• Vietnamese
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Thank you!

Division of Environmental Toxicology, Hazard Assessment and Prevention (TOX)
 

Recreational Water Quality Team

Logan Bailey
Lead Scientist, TOX
Phone – 857.319.1104
Email – logan.bailey@mass.gov

Kerri Strobeck
Beaches Project Coordinator
Phone – 774.235.4034
Email – kerri.strobeck@mass.gov

Rachel Gladstone
CyanoHAB Project Coordinator
Phone – 781.540.6422
Email – rachel.gladstone@mass.gov

DPH Beaches Project 
General line
Phone – 617.624.5757
Email – DPH-Beach@mass.gov

Michael Beattie
Beach Inspector ς North Shore, Boston & Central Mass.
Phone – 781.445.3439
Email – mike.beattie@mass.gov

Bridget Ducey
Beach Inspector ς /ŀǇŜΣ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ .ǳȊȊŀǊŘΩǎ .ŀȅ ϧ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǎǎΦ
Phone – 413.966.7692
Email – bridget.j.ducey@mass.gov
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