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Today’s Discussion

• MassDEP Mission Statement

• Climate Change Drivers and Public Health Impacts

• MassDEP Environmental Justice Requirements

• Definition of Environmental Justice

• Environmental Justice Populations 

• List of Massachusetts Municipalities with EJ Block Groups

• EEA EJ Viewer Mapping Tool

• The Importance of Language Access

• Languages Spoken Mapping Tool

• Community Engagement & Public Involvement

• MassDEP EJ Staff (Amy Sullivan)

• Environmental Justice & Climate Change
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MassDEP Mission Statement [2021]

MassDEP’s mission is to protect and enhance the Commonwealth’s natural resources – air, 

water, and land – to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of all people, and to ensure a 

clean and safe environment for future generations.

In carrying out this mission MassDEP commits to address and advance environmental justice 

and equity for all people of the Commonwealth, to provide meaningful, inclusive 

opportunities for people to participate in agency decisions that affect their lives; and to 

ensure a diverse workforce that reflects the communities we serve. 
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Fuel Combustion Drives Climate Change
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Fossil Fuels & Health Impacts
•Direct Health Impacts From Fuel Combustion

• Poor Air Quality (Outdoor & Indoor): NOx, VOCs, N2O, SO2, Particulate Matter, Soot

• Cardiovascular Disease

• Respiratory Illness

• Neurological Impacts

• Cancer

• Eye, Nose, Throat, and Skin Irritation

• Premature Death

• Toxics: Benzene, Formaldehyde, Mercaptan

• Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 

• Health & Safety risks from fires and explosions
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Climate Change & Health Impacts

• More extreme heat waves, cold snaps, and storms; exposure risks for outdoor workers, most 

vulnerable populations, those with underlying medical conditions

• Tick and Mosquito-Borne Illnesses: 

• Lyme, Anaplasmosis, Babesiosis, Ehrlichiosis, Powassan, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, EEE

• Dramatic swings between flooding and drought conditions 

• Health concerns from water contamination

• Exacerbating agricultural production & food insecurity

• Wildfires—now appearing regularly in New England too!
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Environmental Justice Requirements

Federal

• Title VI – The Civil Rights Act of 1964

State

• S.9 – An Act Creating A Next Generation Roadmap for the Massachusetts Climate Policy Act [2021]

Policy

• Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs EJ Policy [2021]

Executive Orders

• Promoting Access to Gov’t Services and Information by Identifying and Minimizing Language Access 
Barriers – Executive Order #615 [2023]

• Environmental Justice Executive Order #552 [ 2014]

• A&F Bulletin #16 – Language Access Policy and Guidelines [2012]
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Definition of Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is based on the principle that all people have a right to be protected 

from environmental hazards and to live in and enjoy a clean and healthful environment 

regardless of race, color, national origin, income or English language proficiency.

Environmental justice is the equal protection and meaningful involvement of all people and 

communities with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of energy, 

climate change, and environmental laws, regulations, and policies and the equitable 

distribution of energy and environmental benefits and burdens. 
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Environmental Justice Population Definition

• Minorities comprise 40% or more of the population.

• 25% or more of households lack English proficiency.

• The annual median household income is not more than 65% of the statewide annual median 
household income. [2024 American Communities Survey - Massachusetts median annual income 
approx., $104,828].

• Minorities comprise 25% or more of the population and the annual median household income 
of the municipality in which the neighborhood is located does not exceed 150% of the 
statewide annual median household income.

Secretary’s designation – for neighborhood that does not meet the above criteria, but a 
geographic portion of that neighborhood meets at least 1 criterion, the secretary may designate 
that geographic portion as an environmental justice population of at least 10 residents of the 
geographic portion of that neighborhood meeting any such criteria. 
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List of 2020 Massachusetts Municipalities with 
EJ Block Groups [Updated Nov. 2022]
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Executive Office of Energy & Environmental 
Affairs EJ Viewer Mapping Tool
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Environmental Justice Populations in Massachusetts

https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=535e4419dc0545be980545a0eeaf9b53


EJ Viewer Mapping Tool Legend
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Language Access 

The Purpose & Goal of Language Access:

“Providing language access—whether written or spoken—removes barriers that prevent 

people with limited English proficiency from receiving important information they otherwise 

wouldn’t understand without an interpreter or translation.”
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Why is Language Access Important

• Language Access is a service that 
provides the ability for individuals with 
limited English proficiency to effectively 
communicate and access information, 
services, and opportunities in their 
preferred language. 

• Language access is important in both 
written and spoken communication. 

• More than 20% of households 
throughout Massachusetts primary 
language is a language other than 
English. 
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Languages Spoken Map Application
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Languages spoken in Massachusetts

https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=dffdbf9c109647fc9601f7524c1fd9f4


Communication Document 
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Language Access Tips

• If unsure of languages spoken in a community – check the school department website – 

what languages are documents proactively translated into and available online. 

• Libraries and librarians are a great resource – library patrons – libraries often offer ESL 

classes. 

• Use the languages spoken map application – good starting point. 

• Connect with community-based organizations, leaders, faith-based leaders, 

• Look at the different businesses in your community, and

• MassDEP is always a resource.
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Community Engagement & Public 
Involvement Tips

• Listen to the community about matters that may impact them.

• Seek input from community members to share their lived experiences.

• Ensure ample time for community to participate and/or attend matters in the community. 

• Ask for input from community about locations they frequent where 
notices/announcements can be placed.

• In-Person meetings – should be scheduled with input from community – due to the current state of 
the country. 

• Build relationships and become familiar with organizations, advocacy groups in the community that 
can support or assist with outreach.  

• Be proactive with engagement/outreach specifically when drafting information, ensure it is written in 
plain language and if language access is present or suspected – translate document(s). 
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Climate Change Impacts on EJ Populations

•Low income, limited English Proficiency (LEP), and minority communities are more likely to live 
in proximity to polluting facilities with limited or no access to green space. 

• Pollution emitting facilities

• Solid waste transfer stations, 

• Diesel truck emissions, 

• Concerns of poor air quality.

•Climate Change

• Vulnerability  to flooding, need to be prepared for and become resilient. 

• Lack of Tree Canopy.

• Lack of Green space.

• Impervious Surfaces resulting in Heat Islands

• Pavement 

• Asphalt 
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Climate Change Impacts on EJ Populations 
(cont’d)

•Rising temperatures in communities already experiencing extreme heat days.

•Extreme Weather Events.

•Sea level rise.

•Drought. 

•Flooding.

•Most defined EJ Populations are historically overburdened and underserved.

•Health disparities – Vulnerable Health EJ Populations as written in the 2021 EEA EJ Policy.

• High rates of childhood asthma.
• Low Birth Weight.
• Elevated childhood blood lead levels.
• Hospitalizations for heart issues. 
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Regional Office EJ Staff at MassDEP
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Final Thoughts / Closing Remarks

• Know your community – i.e., demographics, non-English languages spoken, community 

leaders and advocacy groups.

• Practice authentic public involvement.

• Listen & Learn from communities. 

• Communicate / engage with advocacy groups and community leaders.

• They can provide support with outreach and engagement activities.  

• Contact your EJ regional staff for guidance / assistance. 

• When sharing information – plain language is helpful.

• Summarize information in a digestible format and easily understood terms.

• Use images – they are universal.

• Know your audience – layperson, subject matter experts, community members, etc.

• Meet People and Communities Where They Are!!!!!
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Contact Information 
Deneen Simpson, Director of Environmental Justice 

100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor 

Boston, MA 02114

Phone – (857) 406-0738

Email – deneen.simpson@mass.gov

Hank Webster, Director of Climate Strategy 

100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor 

Boston, MA 02114

Phone – (857) 443-5409

Email – hank.webster@mass.gov
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Thank You For Your Time, 
Your Interest and…
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