HOw TO PLANT

Planting techniques focus on the plant, site conditions, planting procedures and maintenance during establishment.

Plant refers to the stock type such as bare-root, balled and burlapped, container and mechanical tree-spade. Each stock
type has potential artifacts associated with production, harvesting or handling that should be addressed when detailing
steps in planting,

Bare-root plants as the name implies are harvested, processed, stored, shipped, handled and planted without soils

or other media attached to the roots.

Container plants refer to any plant produced and sold in a container with intact soil or growing media.

Balled and burlapped (B&B) plants are grown in field soils and harvested with an intact soil ball wrapped in burlap

or other mesh material. B&B harvesting is typically associated with trees and large shrubs.

Mechanical tree spade transplanting usually focuses on semi-mature trees or mature shrubs.

Site conditions refer to the soil type (sand, loam, clay) and drainage. Adequate drainage is essential for survival of most
plants either newly planted or established. Any soil that does not readily drain should be examined to determine the cause.
Clay soils can be conditioned and aerated by adding sufficient amounts of organic matter. Soils with a high water table may
need to be drained by installing a subsurface drainage tile to carry off excess soil moisture. Raising the planting level with
several inches of friable soil may be necessary in some locations to provide a porous soil condition necessary for good
growth.

Planting procedures include: the planting hole; positioning the plan; fertilizing if necessary; backfilling the hole; staking;
mulching and watering,

Maintenance during establishment primarily focuses on watering, There is no specific timetable for watering in any soil
type. An indication of a plant’s water needs can be attained by carefully checking for soil moisture 6-8” deep in the root-
zone. If soil is moist leave it alone and check every day or two until soil begins to feel dry. Then, water thoroughly with
a small stream as was done when planting. Water again only when soil begins to feel dry at this 6-8” depth or it wilting
occurs on the plant’s foliage. Maintain this watering practice for the first growing season.

Understanding variations within stock or plant type and site conditions aid in tailoring planting practices to encourage
plant establishment.

The reverse side of this fact sheet outlines planting procedures for: B&B Trees

Provided by Michigan’s Certified Green Industry Professionals
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