
   
 

NCDA Monthly Report

The month of October was dominated with the midterm elec�ons, as DC emp�ed out
when Members and most of their staff le� to their respec�ve districts for reelec�on. Now
that the elec�on is mostly over (votes are s�ll being counted in some districts), we wait
for the dust to se�le and see what the agenda will look like for 2019.

 

Advocacy Updates

The elec�on reshuffled power on the Hill and we have yet to determine what the
bipar�san goals will be for legisla�on. Ul�mately, bipar�sanship is the only way things
are going to get done in the new session. There are a number of things off the table for
the next two years, one of the biggest being a legisla�ve rollback of the ACA. Quite the
opposite will likely be the result, there are going to be some measures passed to
strengthen the core elements of the bill.
 
The immediate future will be dominated by party leadership elec�ons and a handful of
legisla�on that Congress is pushing to pass. The most immediate ones are those
needed to fund the government. Current funding only extends for a few more weeks.
The risk of a shutdown is not too high right now but there is always a chance. There
are other bills that both sides would like to pass if they could get agreement, the
biggest one being the Farm Bill.
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Early next week the Republicans in both chambers and the Senate Democrats will have
their internal party elec�ons which will determine who is going to lead the party.
Shortly a�er that we will know the Chair and Ranking Members in the Senate and the
Ranking Members in the House. These individuals will give us clarity on what issues
they will priori�ze and are willing to work on. The House Democrats won't have their
elec�ons un�l early December, meaning that the House agenda won't be fully clear
un�l mid-December.
 
For now, we will have to go off of public statements to pinpoint what types of bills will
be voted on. Because of how the chambers work, the House Democrats will have to
agree to anything that becomes law, because they have the majority votes necessary
to pass bills and will control what bills even get a vote. They have indicated that they
want to pursue infrastructure, lowering the price of prescrip�on drugs, work to shore
up the Affordable Care Act, and robust oversight of the Administra�on. On these
issues, there is a chance for bipar�san work to occur or that they will a�ach provisions
to "must-pass" legisla�on, like funding bills. This will force Republicans in the Senate to
nego�ate or risk being blamed for a shutdown.
 
Things will be unfolding quickly over the next few weeks and we'll have more clarity by
the �me of our next monthly report.
 
During the month of October, we used our �me to take a mee�ng with a Member's
office to explore a poten�al legisla�ve priority for NCDA. The bill would provide grants
to organiza�ons that provide transi�on assistance training for veterans and our goal
was to discuss with staff whether or not they'd be willing to consider inser�ng
language that would require creden�aled and/or cer�fied career development
professionals as part of the language in the bill. Senator Bennet's staff, the sponsor of
the bill, was open to discussing this issue and indicated that they do plan on
reintroducing the bill in the next Congress. This is a bill that could garner sufficient
support to pass, due to the fact that it deals with TAP, so we will keep in touch with
staff and follow-up next year to determine next steps and talk about specific language.
 
In November, we will be a�ending a mee�ng at the Department of Labor along with
other Govt. Rela�ons Commi�ee members and will con�nue to monitor developments
on the Hill, par�cularly in the House.

Until next month,
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