GLOBAL CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

Leadership Information
2024-2025 GCC Leadership:

Chair: Marcela Mesa Guerrero | Psychologist, Career Coach, GCDF, FCD-I, CEO Orientarte

Cali, Valle del Cauca, Colombia. mmesa1019@gmail.com | +1-561-855-3488

Co-Chair: Sonja Robinson, PhD | Educator | Program Director at International Samaritan |

Consultant | Workforce Development Leader. Portmore, St. Catherine, Jamaica.
sonja@intsam.org | +1-876-531-3031

Co-Chair Elect: Dr. Sepideh Kiazal, Founder at Lead Coach Global | Leadership Development

Mentor Coach and TA Manager at PMI-SFBAC M.Sc. HRM| MBA | ICF-Accredited
Professional Certified Coach and ICF Member s.kiazal@yahoo.com

Anticipated Chair and Co-Chair for 2026-27
2025-2026 GCC Leadership:

Chair: Sonja Robinson, PhD | Educator | Program Director at International Samaritan |
Consultant | Workforce Development Leader. Portmore, St. Catherine, Jamaica.
sonja@intsam.org | +1-876-531-3031

Co-Chair: Dr. Sepideh Kiazal, Founder at Lead Coach Global | Leadership Development

Mentor Coach and TA Manager at PMI-SFBAC M.Sc. HRM| MBA | ICF-Accredited
Professional Certified Coach and ICF Member s.kiazal@yahoo.com
Co-Chair Elect: (still to be elected)
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GCC Activities to Date:

Committee Activities to Date

Organized four (4) global meetings on Nov 7, 2024,, January 22,2025 and March 27,
2025. Topics: General Networking, Advocacy for Career Development (Guest speaker:
Candy Ho), Development of the Finnish Competency Framework,(Guest speaker Janna
Kettunen) as well as the in person Meeting during the Annual Conference. A fifth
gathering is scheduled for September 20, 2025 (Topic: Writing Winning Conference
Proposals. Presenting: Natalie Kaufmann, Dr. Sujata Ives, Ann Nakaska)

Coordination of GCC activities (5 gatherings of Leadership team, WA group, constant
communication)

LinkedIn Group Management: Access to new members and publishing relevant content.
Participation in NCDA Chair Meetings (2)

Kept the GCC members data base updated.

Forwarded nomination of JP Michel as International Practitioner of the Year.

Disclosure of the information through different NCDA Channels

Meeting: Establish connections to exchange Best Practices with the International
Students Committee.

Preparation of Ambassador Program at the Annual Conference in Atlanta.

Highlight the presentations made by GCC members at the Annual Global NCDA
Conference. (LinkedIn Group)

Projected Plan/Work Completed through September 30

A fifth gathering is scheduled for September 20, 2025 (Topic: Writing Winning
Conference Proposals. Presenting: Natalie Kaufmann, Dr. Sujata Ives, Ann Nakaska)



