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I. Introduction 

 

 

 

A. Purpose of Report 

 

The purpose of the Legislative Task Force to Study Anaerobic Digesters for 

Agricultural Use and Application in the State was to study all of the 

following:  

 

 The use of anaerobic digesters and the impact of anaerobic digesters 

on the state;  

 

 How the use of anaerobic digesters may impact the environment;  

 

 How the use of anaerobic digesters is regulated in other states;  

 

 The use of anaerobic digesters in a cooperative setting; and  

 

 The overall impact of state laws governing the use of anaerobic 

digesters on agriculture, residents, and local governments in the state.  

 

The Task Force was required to prepare and submit to the General 

Assembly, not later than August 1, 2012, a report of the findings of the Task 

Force and recommendations concerning the use of anaerobic digesters and 

the impact of that use on the state.  Additionally, the Task Force is required 

to submit to the General Assembly, not later than October 1, 2012, a report 

of the findings of the Task Force and recommendations concerning revisions 

of state law governing anaerobic digesters.  
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B. Statute Establishing Task Force and Reporting Requirements 

 

The pertinent language in Sub. H.B. 276 of the 129th General Assembly 

regarding Task Force membership, duties, and submission of reports is as 

follows: 

 

SECTION 3. (A) The Legislative Task Force to Study Anaerobic 

Digesters for Agricultural Use and Application in the State is hereby 

established. The Task Force shall consist of the following members: 

 

(1) Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives as follows: 

(a) One member shall be from the majority party. 

(b) One member shall be from the minority party. 

The Speaker shall designate one of the members appointed by the 

Speaker as co-chairperson of the Task Force. 

 

(2) Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate 

as follows: 

(a) One member shall be from the majority party. 

(b) One member shall be from the minority party. 

The President shall designate one of the members appointed by the 

President as co-chairperson of the Task Force. 

 

(3) The following members appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives: 

(a) One member representing the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation; 

(b) One member representing the Ohio Soybean Association; 

(c) One member representing the Ohio Environmental Council or 

another environmental advocacy organization in the state; 

(d) One member who is an agronomist and actively working with 

farmers in a distressed watershed in the state; 

(e) One member who is an attorney who is licensed to practice law in 

the state and who has knowledge of the topics being studied by the Task 

Force. 

 

(4) The following members appointed by the President of the Senate: 

(a) One member representing the livestock industry in the state; 

(b) One member representing the anaerobic digester industry in the 

state; 
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(c) One member representing the public; 

(d) Two members representing local governments in the state. 

 

(5) The Director of Agriculture or the Director's designee; 

 

(6) The Director of Natural Resources or the Director's designee; 

 

(7) The Director of Environmental Protection or the Director's designee. 

 

(B) Appointments shall be made not later than thirty days after the 

effective date of this section. A vacancy on the Task Force shall be filled in 

the same manner as the original appointment. Members of the Task Force 

shall serve without compensation. 

 

(C) The Task Force shall study all of the following: 

 (1) The use of anaerobic digesters and the impact of anaerobic 

 digesters on the state; 

 (2) How the use of anaerobic digesters may impact the environment; 

 (3) How the use of anaerobic digesters is regulated in other states; 

 (4) The use of anaerobic digesters in a cooperative setting; 

 (5) The overall impact of state laws governing the use of anaerobic 

 digesters on agriculture, residents, and local governments in the state. 

 

(D) The Task Force shall prepare and submit the following reports to 

the General Assembly: 

 (1) Not later than August 1, 2012, a report of the findings of the Task 

 Force and recommendations concerning the use of anaerobic digesters 

 and the impact of that use on the state; 

 (2) Not later than October 1, 2012, a report of the findings of the Task 

 Force and recommendations concerning revisions of state law 

 governing anaerobic digesters. 

 

Upon issuance of the report under division (D)(2) of this section, the 

Task Force shall cease to exist. 

 

(E) The co-chairpersons of the Task Force shall hold meetings at times 

that the co-chairpersons or a majority of the Task Force considers 

appropriate. The Task Force shall not hold a meeting unless it provides at 

least twenty-four hours' notice to news media organizations that have 

requested such notification. 
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(F) The Task Force shall prepare and maintain minutes of its meetings. 

The minutes are public records for the purposes of section 149.43 of the 

Revised Code. 

 

(G) For the purposes of this section, the Legislative Service 

Commission shall provide professional and technical support to the 

members of the Task Force that are appointed to it by the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives and the President of the Senate under divisions 

(A)(1) and (2) of this section. 
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C. Task Force Members  

 

Members of the Task Force included:  

 

 Senator Cliff Hite (Co-Chair)  

 Representative Jim Buchy (Co-Chair) 

 Senator Capri Cafaro  

 Representative Dennis Murray  

 

 Cathy Alexander - Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

 Mike Bailey - Ohio Department of Agriculture  

 Frank Burkett - Ohio Farm Bureau  

 Leah Curtis - Attorney 

 Matthew DeTemple - Representing Local Government 

 Karl Gebhardt - Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

 William Knapke - Public Representative 

 Mel Kurtz - Representing Anaerobic Digester Industry 

 Joe Logan - Ohio Environmental Council 

 Tom Menke - Agronomist 

 Rich Myers - Representing Local Government 

 Adam Ward - Ohio Soybean Association 

 Chris Weaver - Representing the Livestock Industry 

    

**** 
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II. Task Force Meetings 

 
A. Meeting Agendas  

 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Anaerobic Digester Task Force  

FROM:   Senator Cliff Hite 

DATE:  June 22, 2012 

RE:  Meeting Date 

 

 

The Anaerobic Digester Task Force will meet: 

Thursday, June 28, 2011 

10:30 AM 

Majority Conference Room  

 

AGENDA 

Meet and Greet 

Discussion of questions as outlined in H.B. 276 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Anaerobic Digester Task Force  

FROM:   Senator Cliff Hite 

DATE:  June 28, 2012 

RE:  Meeting Date 

 

 

The Anaerobic Digester Task Force will meet: 

Thursday, July 5, 2012 

1:00 PM 

Statehouse Room 116 

 

AGENDA 

Testimony Regarding taskforce requirements per H.B. 276 

 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Anaerobic Digester Task Force  

FROM:   Senator Cliff Hite 

DATE:  July 6, 2012 

RE:  Meeting Date 

 

 

The Anaerobic Digester Task Force will meet: 

Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

2:00 PM 

Statehouse Room 116 

 

AGENDA 

Testimony Regarding taskforce requirements per H.B. 276 

 



10 

 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Anaerobic Digester Task Force  

FROM:   Senator Cliff Hite 

DATE:  June 28, 2012 

RE:  Meeting Date 

 

 

The Anaerobic Digester Task Force will meet: 

Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

9:00 AM 

Statehouse Room 116 

 

AGENDA 

Testimony Regarding taskforce requirements per H.B. 276 
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B. Public Testimony  
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     **** 
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III. Task Force Report 

 

 

(1) The use of anaerobic digesters and the impact of anaerobic 

digesters on the state − 

 
Anaerobic digesters are particularly effective at stabilizing manure and reducing methane 

emissions, but also can provide other air and water pollution control opportunities as well 

as opportunities for financial savings or additional revenue sources.  Digesters do not 

reduce the nutrient content of the manure that goes into them, but instead provide 

pretreatment of organic components.  This process may lend itself to additional treatment 

methods that potentially may improve nutrient management. Following processing, 

manure nutrients will remain in the digester effluent and may be harvested and 

transported to be used off-site.   

 

On farms, this technology enables a farmer to manage manure while creating a new 

revenue source from “tipping fees” that the farmer charges for processing residual wastes 

that are not generated on the farm.  Resultant biogas can be converted to electricity that 

can be sold to the utility grid and/or used to offset farm consumption of electricity.  

Biogas also can be cleaned and injected into a natural gas pipeline or compressed for use 

as motor vehicle fuel.  Furthermore, waste water treatment plants that purchase electricity 

that has been generated by a digester on a farm are taking advantage of a lower cost 

option that will enable municipalities to avoid additional expenses.  

 

There are numerous anaerobic digesters in the state of Ohio.  Construction of several 

more are planned for the future, which will result in a total of between 10 and 15 

digesters in the state. 
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1. Farm products: Agricultural 
products are sold to regional 
food processing companies 

2. Farm waste: Manure & crop 
residuals managed via 
anaerobic digestion

3. Processors: Would  send off 
spec., residuals, expired, 
spoiled products to produce 
renewable energy and have no 
risk of bad publicity

4. Anaerobic Digester: Process 
waste to produce renewable 
energy & fertilizer

5. Renewable Energy: fuel (CNG), 
natural gas and electricity

6. Nutrient Segregation: Provide 
a nutrient management 
solution for distressed 
watersheds

7. Consumers: keep business in 
business by purchasing 
products and services

8. Legislators & Regulators:  
Coordinate with stakeholders 
to continually update policies  
and regulations  to match 
technology

4. ANAEROBIC DIGESTION

8. LEGISLATORS &
REGULATORS3. PROCESSORS

1. FARM PRODUCTS

5. ENERGY 6. NUTRIENT RECOVERY

7. OHIO CONSUMERS

2. FARM WASTE 

ENHANCING OHIO’S FUTURE

 
 
 
Reprinted with permission from quasar energy group, llc 2012 All Rights Reserved www.quasarenergygroup.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.quasarenergygroup.com/
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(2) How the use of anaerobic digesters may impact the environment − 
 
Biogas recovery systems at livestock operations can be a cost-effective source of clean, 

renewable energy that reduces greenhouse gas emissions.  Digesters have had a positive 

effect on environmental issues within the state by controlling odors.  An important area 

of research includes further treatment of digester effluent, which could be useful in 

cleaning the water that comes from digesters so that it potentially could be discharged 

into lakes and streams. Digesters can reduce greenhouse gas emissions through the 

capture and reuse of methane.  Including qualified waste products with manure in 

digesters would positively impact the environment by eliminating both the need for those 

products to be disposed of in landfills and the utilization of less desirable disposal 

methods.  Additionally, when used as a motor vehicle fuel, compressed natural gas 

(CNG) burns 60% cleaner than gasoline or diesel fuel. 

 

It is important to identify industries, in addition to agriculture, that will responsibly and 

effectively use the nutrient products of digestion to ensure that the digester alleviates, or 

is neutral to, environmental challenges, rather than contributing to them.  The more 

important issue is ensuring that the ability to install and use a digester is available to more 

farmers and that there is a clear and consistent process for oversight, regulation, and use.  

 

 
 
 

(3) How the use of anaerobic digesters is regulated in other states − 

 
Digesters may be subject to several regulatory requirements, including federal and state  

permitting for solid wastes and air and water quality.  Permitting is generally done at the 

state level. 
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State Permitting Requirements for Anearobic Digesters 

The table below summarizes the air, solid waste, and water permitting requirements of 

the specified states as of July 2011 for on-farm anearobic digester systems according to 

the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
1
 

 

STATE AIR PERMITS SOLID WASTE PERMITS WATER PERMITS 

California 

The California Air 

Resources Board 

(CARB) oversees 35 

districts; each district 

has different 

requirements depending 

on attainment status. 

For example, in San 

Joaquin Valley, manure 

AD systems must fill 

out applications 

describing the 

equipment that will be 

installed with the AD 

system. Combustion 

devices may require 

permits if they will be 

over federal thresholds. 

If organic waste is 

added, the type of 

organic waste may 

cause additional permit 

requirements. 

Responsible agency: 

California Air Resource 

Board 

For solid waste, anaerobic 

digestion of compostable 

material is regulated under 

the Compostable Materials 

Handling Operations and 

Facilities Regulatory 

Requirements. If the 

feedstock if not 

compostable, the required 

permit will depend on the 

feedstock and amount as 

well as the AD system 

location.  

Some AD systems are 

exempt (depending on 

location), if they digest 

only "agricultural material" 

with less than 500 yd
3
 of 

"green material" (which 

may be up to 10 percent 

food material by volume) 

at any given time, and do 

not sell or give away more 

than 1,000 yd
3
 of compost 

annually. Facilities with up 

to 12,500 yd
3
 of "green 

material" at any one time 

will require a permit if any 

food waste is included. 

The majority of farms in 

California are in the Central 

Valley Region. This region 

has developed general 

permits for dairy manure and 

co-digestion AD systems and 

centralized dairy manure and 

co-digestion AD systems. 

The general permits were 

developed based on an 

Environmental Impact Report  

(218 pp, 10 MB) that was 

developed for AD systems at 

dairies. 

Responsible agency: 

California Department of 

Water Resources 

                                                 
1
 http://www.epa.gov/agstar/tools/permitting.html. 
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Operations with more than 

12,500 yd
3
 need to obtain a 

permit. 

Responsible agency: 

CalRecycle 

Idaho 

 

Air permits are required 

only if a combustion 

device is present and 

operating above federal 

thresholds 

 

Responsible agency:  

Idaho Department of 

Environmental Quality 

 

AD systems processing 

only manure are regulated 

by the Idaho State 

Department of Agriculture. 

AD systems processing 

organic waste other than 

manure are regulated under 

Idaho Department of 

Environmental Quality's 

Solid Waste Management 

Rules as a processing 

facility. 

Responsible agency:  

Idaho State Department of 

Agriculture  

Idaho Department of 

Environmental Quality 

The Idaho State Department 

of Agriculture has 

jurisdiction over the 

construction and management 

of dairy and CAFO waste 

systems. If the AD system 

directly discharges to U.S. 

waters, an NPDES permit is 

required. 

Responsible agencies:  

Idaho State Department of 

Agriculture  

Idaho Department of Water 

Resources 

Illinois 

 

Air permits are required 

only if a combustion 

device is present and 

operating above federal 

thresholds. 

Responsible agency:  

Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency 

AD systems processing 

only manure are exempt 

from solid waste 

permitting requirements. 

AD systems processing 

manure from other farms 

or other organic materials 

from off-site are 

considered a waste 

processing facility and 

require a permit unless it 

meets certain exemptions. . 

Responsible agency:  

Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency 

Information on water 

permitting requirements for 

AD systems is not publicly 

available at this time.  

Responsible agency:  

Illinois Environmental 

Protection Agency 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/
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Indiana 

 

Air permits are required 

only if a combustion 

device is present and 

operating above federal 

thresholds. 

Responsible agency:  

Indiana Department of 

Environmental 

Management 

There are no solid waste 

permitting requirements 

for AD systems processing 

only manure. 

Responsible agency:  

Indiana Department of 

Environmental 

Management 

Indiana law defines a 

confined feeding operation 

(CFO) as any animal feeding 

operation engaged in the 

confined feeding of at least 

300 cattle, 500 horses, or 600 

swine or sheep, or 30,000 

fowl, such as chickens, 

turkeys or other poultry. The 

Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management 

(IDEM) regulates these 

confined feeding operations, 

under IC 13-18-10, the 

Confined Feeding Control 

Law. 

Under this law, CFOs are 

required to meet citing and 

design requirements. They do 

not need to develop a site-

specific NMP, but they must 

follow prescribed NMPs.  

AD systems processing only 

manure require no additional 

permits. AD systems 

processing other organic 

wastes in addition to manure 

may be required to perform 

additional screening of either 

the AD influent or effluent.  

Responsible agency:  

Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management 
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Michigan 

 

Generally, manure AD 

systems are exempt 

from air permitting 

requirements unless 

they are combusting 

onsite and the 

combustion device 

produces more than 1 

pound of sulfur dioxide 

an hour or has a heat 

input capacity of 

greater than 10 million 

Btu per hour. There is 

no difference in air 

permitting if organics 

are included.  

Responsible agency:  

Michigan Department 

of Environmental 

Quality 

There are no solid waste 

permitting requirements 

for AD systems processing 

only manure. If a material 

other than manure is added 

to the AD system, 

authorization may be 

required before 

composting or land 

applying the solids; each 

operation is encouraged to 

work with the Michigan 

Department of 

Environmental Quality to 

determine what might be 

required. Some materials 

are exempted from 

permitting including food 

processing residuals, syrup 

from ethanol production, 

and grease trap wastes that 

do not contain septage and 

fish wastes. To be exempt, 

the AD must accept less 

than 20 percent other 

organics. 

Responsible agency:  

Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality 

AD systems accepting only 

manure are generally not 

required to obtain additional 

water discharge permits; 

permitted CAFOs must 

include the AD system in 

their NMP. 

If other organics will be 

included in the AD system, a 

permit or authorization might 

be required for land 

application. It is 

recommended that the facility 

contact the Michigan 

Department of Environmental 

Quality's Water Bureau to 

discuss the requirements. 

Responsible agency:  

Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality 

Minnesota 

 

Air permits are required 

only if a combustion 

device is present and 

operating above federal 

thresholds. 

Responsible agency:  

Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency 

AD systems processing 

only manure have no solid 

waste permitting 

requirements. The agency's 

approach to permitting AD 

systems that process 

manure and other organic 

waste would be to include 

the solid waste 

requirements in an 

If the AD system processes 

only manure, it must meet the 

requirements of a CAFO 

permit or a general state 

disposal system permit. If the 

AD system includes other 

organic wastes, it requires an 

individual permit. 

Responsible agency:  
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individual permit that also 

includes the water permit 

information. 

Responsible agency:  

Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency 

Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency 

New York 

 

Air permits are required 

only if a combustion 

device is present and 

operating above federal 

thresholds. 

 

Responsible agency:  

New York State 

Department of 

Environmental 

Conservation 

Farms that manage their 

own manure or manure 

from other farms and have 

a CAFO permit from the 

Department of 

Environmental 

Conservation's Division of 

Water do not need a Part 

360 permit for organics 

recycling from the 

Division of Solid & 

Hazardous Materials. 

Farms may take in up to 40 

percent food processing 

waste by volume of the AD 

if they register under Part 

360. If the AD system is 

processing more than 40 

percent food processing 

waste, a permit  

Responsible agency:  

New York State 

Department of 

Environmental 

Conservation 

Generally, if the farm is a 

CAFO, the CAFO permit will 

cover the AD system and no 

additional water permit will 

be required, even if the farm 

is processing food processing 

waste. 

Responsible agency:  

New York State Department 

of Environmental 

Conservation 
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Oregon 

 

AD systems with 

combustion devices 

operating below federal 

thresholds require a 

Simple Air 

Contaminant Discharge 

permit if the system 

emits at least 10 tons 

per year of NOx or CO 

or 5 tons per year of 

PM. AD systems with 

combustion devices 

operating above federal 

thresholds require a 

Standard Air 

Contaminant Disc. 

Responsible agency:  

Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality 

harge permit. 

 

Under current state solid 

waste regulations, facilities 

accepting solid waste other 

than manure and utilizing 

technologies to convert 

solid waste to useful 

products and chemicals 

(e.g., biofuels such as 

ethanol and oil, or 

electricity from combusted 

methane) are considered to 

be treatment facilities. 

Therefore, a Solid Waste 

Treatment Facility permit 

is required. 

Responsible agency:  

Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality 

For AD systems processing 

only manure, permitted 

CAFOs would not need an 

additional permit; the AD 

systems would just need to be 

incorporated into the existing 

permit and NMP. AD 

systems without CAFO 

permits may require a water 

permit, depending on the 

facility specifics. 

For AD systems processing 

other organic wastes in 

addition to manure, the state 

agency would review the 

system to determine which 

permits apply. Current AD 

systems at permitted CAFOs 

that accept other organics 

have not required additional 

permits. 

Responsible agency:  

Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality 

Pennsylvania 

 

Agricultural AD 

systems are exempt 

from permitting unless 

they have an engine or 

boiler operating above 

federal thresholds. The 

inclusion of other 

organics has no effect 

on the requirements. 

Responsible agency:  

Pennsylvania 

Department of 

Environmental 

AD systems, including 

those that digest food 

processing waste, do not 

require a solid waste 

permit for land application. 

Responsible agency:  

Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental 

Protection 

All PA farms producing or 

using manure are required to 

have a NMP. Most AD 

systems (including those that 

digest only manure and those 

that digest manure in addition 

to other organics) require a 

Water Quality Part II permit. 

Responsible agency:  

Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection 
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Protection 

Texas 

 

Air permits are required 

if a combustion device 

is present and operating 

above federal 

thresholds. In addition, 

facilities that are 

operating below federal 

thresholds but with 

more than de minimis 

levels of emissions 

require state 

authorization in the 

form of Permits by 

Rule (PBR). 

Responsible agency:  

Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 

AD systems are permitted 

on a case-by-case basis. 

The state agency should be 

contacted to determine the 

requirements. 

Responsible agency:  

Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 

Permitting requirements are 

case specific depending on 

the location, how the AD 

system fits within the 

permitted activity, and what 

types of materials are being 

digested. The state agency 

should be contacted to 

determine the requirements. 

Responsible agency:  

Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 
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Vermont 

 

Generally, AD systems 

do not require a permit 

provided they meet the 

following requirements: 

the combustion device 

meets federal 

thresholds; the engine 

exhaust stack is vented 

a minimum of 4 feet 

above the nearest roof; 

the backup combustion 

device meets the 

requirements of 40 CFR 

Part 60, Subpart A 

60.18; and the 

emissions source is 

registered with the 

agency in accordance 

with Vermont Air 

Pollution Control 

Regulations Subchapter 

VIII (PDF) (178 pp, 

560K). 

The inclusion of 

substrates other than 

manure typically does 

not require additional 

permits, but each 

substrate is reviewed on 

a case-by-case basis. 

Responsible Agency: 

Vermont Department of 

Environmental 

Conservation 

AD systems processing 

only manure do not require 

a permit. If food residuals 

are added, the state solid 

waste program would 

permit the system. 

Responsible Agency: 

Vermont Department of 

Environmental 

Conservation 

AD systems are regulated by 

the Vermont Agency of 

Agriculture. AD systems 

including only manure do not 

require any additional 

permits. If other organic 

wastes are included, an 

indirect discharge permit for 

land application of the 

effluent may be required.  

For projects with land 

application, the Agency of 

Natural Resources 

coordinates with the Agency 

of Agriculture to determine 

available manure pit capacity 

for the additional organics 

effluent as well as nutrient 

loading limits for the farm. 

Indirect discharge permits are 

issued to the generators of the 

other organics, with the 

approved farms identified in 

the appendix of the permit. 

Responsible Agencies: 

Vermont Agency of 

Agriculture  

Vermont Agency of Natural 

Resources 
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Washington  There is currently a bill 

under consideration to 

create an air permitting 

exemption for AD 

systems. As proposed, 

to be considered for the 

exemption, the system 

must contain at least 50 

percent manure, have a 

heat input less than 10 

million Btu/hr, and 

have sulfur emissions 

that are 0.1 percent or 

less of total emissions. 

Responsible agency:  

Washington State 

Department of Ecology 

AD systems that contain at 

least 50 percent manure 

and no more than 30 

percent other organic waste 

may operate under an 

exemption from solid 

waste handling permits. 

Systems not subject to the 

exemptions must obtain a 

permit. 

Washington State 

University has a fact sheet 

on co-digestion (PDF) (6 

pp, 479K), which discusses 

the permit. 

Responsible agency:  

Washington State 

Department of Ecology 

AD systems operating at 

permitted CAFOs do not 

need an additional permit if 

the system is digesting only 

manure. If the system is 

digesting other organic 

wastes in addition to manure, 

the NMP must be modified to 

reflect these wastes. 

Responsible agency:  

Washington State 

Department of Ecology 

Wisconsin 

 

AD systems might 

require an air permit if 

a combustion device is 

present and operating at 

levels above the federal 

thresholds. The same 

permit requirements 

must be met regardless 

of the inclusion of other 

organics. 

Responsible agency:  

Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources 

A CAFO operator must 

obtain approval before 

including any additives 

other than manure to an 

AD system. Additional 

permit requirements may 

apply (PDF) (4 pp, 227K) 

if the additives comprise 

more than 10 percent of the 

total volume of material in 

the AD system or if the 

state determines that the 

additives warrant it. 

Responsible agency:  

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources 

AD systems operating at 

permitted CAFOs do not 

need additional permits if the 

system is digesting only 

manure. If the system is 

digesting other organic 

wastes in addition to manure, 

authorization is needed and a 

permit may be required. 

Responsible agency:  

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources 
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(4) The use of anaerobic digesters in a cooperative setting − 

 
Under the Ohio Cooperative Law, the legal business structure for a cooperative already 

exists. Merchant and community digesters will reduce financial risk and increase 

financial rewards.  Being centrally located to high concentrations of livestock farms will 

reduce regulatory monitoring costs, improve public confidence, increase energy volumes 

and values, and maintain access to low cost fertilizer.  State and local governments may 

have a role in encouraging both formal cooperative arrangements and informal 

arrangements that emphasize cooperation from both the horizontal supply chain and the 

vertically related businesses. Further work by this Task Force could include evaluating 

whether changes in current law would facilitate this cooperation or if satisfactory 

regulation and oversight are already in place. 

 

 

(5) The overall impact of state laws governing the use of anaerobic digesters 

on agriculture, residents, and local governments in the state −  

 
There is a belief that with coordinated efforts within the agriculture and agribusiness 

world, economic rewards can be gained by all.  
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