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Ohio AgriBusiness Association Honors Industry Leaders with Honorary Membership 
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Dec. 10, 2024) – The Ohio AgriBusiness Association (OABA) is proud to 
announce the 2025 Honorary Membership recipients: Eric Parthemore and David Wurm. This 
prestigious recognition is awarded to individuals who have demonstrated exemplary service to Ohio’s 
agribusiness industry and OABA.  
 
Eric Parthemore, of Marysville, Ohio, is recognized for his outstanding career in agribusiness 
leadership. As President and CEO of Heritage Cooperative, he transformed one of Ohio’s oldest 
cooperatives into a top USDA 100 Farmer Cooperative. Parthemore also served in key leadership 
roles, including on The Ohio AgriBusiness Association Board and the Ohio Governor’s Advisory 
Committee, making significant contributions to the industry. 

David Wurm, of Tiffin, Ohio, has dedicated his career to bringing innovative agronomic practices and 
technologies to Ohio’s growers. From innovative no-till farming practices to introducing bio-stimulants 
and nitrogen protection methods, Wurm’s contributions have significantly shaped Ohio’s agricultural 
landscape. His two terms on the OABA Board of Directors showcased his commitment to supporting 
and growing Ohio agribusiness. 

“Honorary Membership is one of the highest honors bestowed by OABA, recognizing individuals who 
have left a lasting impact on the agribusiness community,” said Melinda Witten, OABA President and 
CEO. “Both Eric and David exemplify the leadership, innovation, and service that define our industry’s 
finest.” 

The honorees will be celebrated during the 2025 OABA Industry Conference on January 29 at the 
Columbus Renaissance Westerville. The event will bring together agribusiness leaders to share 
expertise, discuss emerging trends, and honor outstanding achievements within the industry. More 
details are available at www.oaba.net/events_conference.  

### 
 
About OABA 
The Ohio AgriBusiness Association is the leading advocate for Ohio agribusiness by creating 
a sustainable business climate through collaborative policy leadership, continuous education 
and effective communication. OABA is a membership-based state trade association which 
includes the manufacturers and wholesale/retail suppliers of plant nutrient and protection 
materials, the grain warehousing and marketing industry, the feed and seed industry, as well 
as companies providing equipment, financing, insurance, consulting, and other products and 
services for the agribusiness industry. OABA is also the administrator of the Ohio Certified 
Crop Adviser Program, 4R Nutrient Stewardship Certification Program and Ohio Agricultural 
Council. For more information, visit oaba.net. 
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