OACDL Death Penalty Seminar
November 19 & 20, 2026
Mariott, Dublin, OH
Thursday:

8:30 – 9:00: Welcome and Recent Developments in Death Penalty Litigation (A)
Adam Rusnak and Kim Rigby

9:00 – 10:00: Challenging the States Case at Trial 
Diane Menashe

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:15: Creating and Managing a Team of Attorneys, Investigators, Mitigation Specialists, Paralegals, and Experts in a Death Penalty Case	Comment by Rigby, Kimberly: Just pointing out an inconsistency in title—some are every letter is capitalized, this one is not. 
Joe Gorman and Scott Riley
 
11:15-12:15: Back to the Basics: Who is Qualified to Decide the Ultimate Punishment? 
Bridget Kennedy

12:15-1:30 LUNCH (Provided)

1:30-2:45: Ethics (A)
Rich Cline

2:45-3:00 BREAK

3:00 – 5:00 Break Out Sessions

3:00 – 4:00 Trial Breakout - Preserving the Record
Don Malarcik

4:00 – 5:00 Trial Breakout - Preparing and Presenting Mitigation at Trial with an Unmanageable Client (A)
Derin Steward, Renee Severyn and Ariel Eilola

3:00 – 4:00 Appellate Breakout - Organizing claims and strategies for drafting a federal habeas and/or state post-conviction petition (A)
Lisa Lagos and Kim Rigby

4:00 – 5:00 Appellate Breakout - Litigating motions for new trial / successor post-conviction petitions, particularly on Brady claims post-Bethel or recantation claims post-Johnson (A)
Jordan Berman

5:00 – 7:30 David Stebbins Social
        Hotel Lobby Area and Bar




Friday:

8:30 – 9:45: Case law update (A)
Russ Bensing

9:45 – 10:45 DVO - Using Defense Victim Outreach specialists (A)
T.C. Tanski and DVO Specialist (TBD)

10:45-11:00 BREAK

11:00-12:30: Investigating Intellectual Disability (A)
Dr. Timme and Adam Rusnak

12:30 – 1:30 LUNCH (Provided)

1:45 – 3:15: Use of AI by Law Enforcement
Envista Forensics

3:15-3:30: BREAK

3:30 – 4:30 Issues in Competency Evaluations (A)
Dr. Daniel Murrie
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