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Social Studies
Students participating in Middle School Mock Trial will develop competency in the Ohio State Social Studies Standards in the government strand.  Additionally students will develop analytical, strategic, and logical thinking skills.  Students will gain insight into the importance of the Constitution and the role of law in a democratic society.

GOVERNMENT STRAND

Civic Participation and Skills
· Civic participation embraces the ideal that an individual actively engages in his or her community, state, or nation for the common good. 
· Students need to practice effective communication skills including negotiation, compromise, and collaboration. 
· Skills in accessing and analyzing information are essential for citizens in a democracy.
Grade Six
· The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to analyzing historic and contemporary issues.
Grade Seven
· The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to analyzing historic and contemporary issues.
Grade Eight
· Participation in social and civic groups can lead to the attainment of individual and public goals.
· Informed citizens understand how media and communication technology influence public opinion.
Rules and Laws
· Rules play an important role in guiding behavior and establishing order in families, classrooms, and organizations. 
· Laws are enacted by governments to perform similar functions.
Roles and Systems of Government
· The purpose of government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals, and promote the common good. 
· Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers.
Grade Six
· Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function. The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on governmental authority.
Grade Eight
· The U.S. Constitution protects citizens’ rights by limiting the powers of government.
· The U.S. Constitution established a federal system of government, a representative democracy and a framework with separation of powers and checks and balances.
English / Language Arts
Students participating in Middle School Mock Trial will develop competency in the Ohio State English / Language Arts Standards.  Participants will use improve reading, listening, comprehension and organizational skills, and persuasive writing and speaking.

Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Grades 4-7

· Recognize the difference between cause and effect and fact and opinion to analyze text.
· Determine the extent to which a summary accurately reflects the main idea, critical details and underlying meaning of original text
· Identify arguments and persuasive techniques used in informational text.  

Reading Applications: Literary Text Grades 4-7
· Differentiate between the points of view in narrative text.
Writing Process Grades 5-7
· Generate writing topics and establish a purpose appropriate for the audience.
· Use revision strategies to improve the overall organization, the clarity and consistency of ideas within and among paragraphs and the logic and effectiveness of word choices.
Writing Applications Grades 5-7
· Use persuasive strategies, including establishing a clear position in support of a proposition or a proposal with organized and relevant evidence.
Communication: Oral and Visual Grades 5-7
· Use effective listening strategies, summarize major ideas and draw logical inferences from presentations and visual media.
· Vary language choice and use effective presentation techniques including voice modulation and enunciation.
· Select an organizational structure appropriate to the topic, audience, setting, and purpose.
· Present ideas in a logical sequence and use effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform a listener’s understanding of key ideas.
Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Grades 8-10
· Identify examples of rhetorical devices and valid and invalid inferences, and explain how authors use these devices to achieve their purposes and reach their intended audiences.
· Explain and analyze how an author appeals to an audience and develops an argument or viewpoint in text.
Writing Applications Grades 8-10
· Write a persuasive piece that states a clear position, includes relevant information and offers compelling evidence in the form of facts and details.
Communication: Oral and Visual Grades 8-10
· Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension.
· Demonstrate an understanding of effective speaking strategies by selecting appropriate language and adjusting presentation techniques.
· Give informational presentations that present ideas in a logical sequence, include relevant facts and details from multiple sources, and use a consistent organizational structure.
· Provide persuasive presentations that use varied speaking techniques and strategies and include a clear controlling idea or thesis.

