
2024 Northeast District OEHA Fall Educational Conference 

Nothing Derails Public Health: OEHA Keeping us on Track! 

Time Slots Speaker Topic Title Room 

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
7:30 – 8:15 Registration 

8:15 – 8:25 Business Meeting 

8:25 – 8:50 District Director and President’s Address Wilcox 
Ballroom 

8:50 – 9:50 
Wes Vins 
Laura Fauss 

The Local Public Health Response to the 
East Palestine Train Derailment 

Wilcox 
Ballroom 

9:50 – 10:10 Break – Visit Exhibitors 

10:10 – 11:10 

Tony Brigano 
Shaping Ohio's EH Landscape: 
OEHA at the Statehouse 

Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Dale Arnold 
Local Stakeholder Advocacy in New Energy 
Development 

Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Greg Putka &  
Juston Carpenter 

Cleaning up the neighborhood, 
one home at a time!! 

Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

11:10 – 12:10 

Ernest Schoonover 
Rodent Biology, Behavior and Assessment-Based 
Management (Category 10A) 

Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Fay Callahan Liquor Control Compliance & Food Service 
Requirements 

Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Butch Bradford 
Darin Hartman  
Joe Montello  

Landfill Construction & Operations Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

12:10 – 1:10 Lunch – Awards 

1:10 – 2:10 Steve Ruckman & 
Melissa Adams 

 History of OEHA Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

2:10 - 2:30 Break – Visit Exhibitors 

2:30 – 3:30 

Reza Tand 
Summit Environmental Technologies – Sampling 
Analysis 

Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Kristopher Heming Record Keeping & Autoclaves 
Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Bob Bennett Mycotoxins: What, Where, & How? Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

3:30 – 4:30 

Dave Emerman Ohio EPA Update & Surface Water Case Histories 
Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Justin Rechichar 
Gone with the Grub: The art of Voluntary 
Destruction and the Path to Embargo 

Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

John Schmidt Small Flow On-Site Sewage Treatment Systems 
Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

4:30 – 5:30 Meet and Greet 
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Time Slots Speaker          Topic Title Room 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024 

7:30 – 8:00 Registration  

8:00 – 8:50  Todd Riley Cybersecurity Updates 
Wilcox 
Ballroom  

8:50 – 9:00 Break – Visit Exhibitors 

9:00 – 10:00 

Dale Hodgson 
Back to Basics: Proper Pesticide Selection and 
Techniques for Safe Application (Core) 

Wilcox  
Ballroom I 

Bill Zawiski 
Stream Studies and Ecological Response Following 
the Train Derailment in East Palestine 

Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Tova Herskovitz Hemp and ODA Food Safety Program 
Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

10:00 – 10:15 Break – Visit Exhibitors 

10:15 – 11:15 

Jeff Montavon 
Fight the Bite: Ohio EPA's Mosquito Control Grant  
Program (Category 10D)  

   Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Bill Zawiski  Ohio EPA Gorge Dam Removal Project Update 
Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Jason Ahrens The Ohio Exempt Farmers' Market 
Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

11:15 – 12:15 

Robert Mix Introduction to Spray Systems 
Wilcox  
Ballroom I 

Gregory Beck 
Understanding First Amendment Rights and 
Boundaries 

Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Christopher Maslo Harmful Algal Blooms 
Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

12:15 – 1:15 Lunch – Update from Niki Lemin Ohio EPA Office of Innovation  

1:15 – 2:15 Dr. John Hoornbeek Public Policy and Public Health: Structures, Processes, 
and Future Challenges  

Wilcox 
Ballroom 

 
2:15 – 2:30 

 
Break – Visit Exhibitors 

2:30 – 3:30 

Brandon Mantel 
Private Water Systems: 
 Distribution, Backflow Prevention, & Cleaning 

Wilcox 
Ballroom I 

Freddie Zeigler  Weather Extremes Preparedness    
Wilcox 
Ballroom II 

Emily Speck  
Natalie Menke 

Mapping the Menu: Enhancing Food Safety with 
ArcGIS  

Wilcox 
Ballroom III 

3:30 – 3:45 Business Meeting and George Eagle raffle drawings                                                 
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