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• In 2022, Ohio HIDTA task forces investigated 74 international DTOs consisting of
813 members and 147 leaders. The average size of an international DTO identified
was 11 members

• Mexican DTOs were by far the most frequently identified international DTO type
having been listed in 64% of the DTOs where source characteristics were known

• A handful of other source characteristics were identified in addition to Mexican
DTOs. These include African-American, Hispanic, Caucasian, Chinese, Colombian,
Dominican, European, and Puerto Rican

• International DTOs pose a significant and well supplied threat to the Ohio HIDTA
AOR. These groups are frequently entrenched in the area and provide a direct
pipeline of drug supply from their international drug sources to all areas of the
Ohio HIDTA AOR
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• With the high prevalence of Mexican DTOs identified in ongoing investigations, numerous links to Mexican
cartels have been identified. The Sinaloa Cartel was the most frequently cited cartel operating alongside 
Mexican DTOs in the region. A total of 78% of Ohio HIDTA task forces reporting Mexican cartel activity 
reported the presence of the Sinaloa Cartel in their areas of responsibility

• The previous percent of task forces reporting Sinaloa Cartel operating in their area was 67% in 2020 and
71% in 2021

“No one slows them down”

• The Jalisco New Generational Cartel (CJNG) was once again reported as the 
second most frequently encountered Mexican cartel. The presence of CJNG was 
reported by 50% of Ohio HIDTA task forces in 2022. 

• This is an increase from each of the last two years where only 26% of task
forces reported CJNG presence in 2020 and 41% reported it in 2021.
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19% of task force commander reported Gulf Cartel activity in their AOR.
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Drug Cartels and Technology
• Technology has become a source of competitive advantage and both drug cartels and militaries have

been investing in engineering and technological tools that will allow them to counteract one another.

• Drug cartels have been known to use technology to further their business operations, including doxxing
and surveillance software

• In Mexico, corrupt officials have helped drug cartels obtain state-of-the-art spyware which can be used
to hack mobile phones

• The use of technology has become a source of competitive advantage for both drug cartels and
militaries, with both investing in engineering and technological tools that will allow them to counteract
one another

• The cartels use sophisticated technology for transporting drugs, communication, surveillance, and
defense operations

• Mexican cyber-cartels strategically leverage technology to pursue profit, security, and influence in three
main areas: cybercrime, dark web markets, and cryptocurrency
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How does the U.S. Combat this? 
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Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2015 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm

Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2016 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm
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Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2017 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm

Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2018 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm
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Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2019 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm

Overdose Deaths 
Rate per 100,000 
Year Ending 
December 2020 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm
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Overdose 
Deaths 
Rate per 
100,000 
Year 
Ending 
December 
2021 

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm

Total U.S. Overdose Deaths, Year Ending December 
2015 - 2021

Vital Statistics Rapid Release - Provisional Drug 
Overdose Data. (2021). Retrieved 11 May 2022, 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-
overdose-data.htm
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Apple Air Tags
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THE DARK WEB
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Uniform Resource Locator (URL)
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The Emoji 
Language 

Technology and Drug Trafficking - Page 32



Emoji Drug 
Language 
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Marijuana 
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Additional Drug emoji’s
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What About this One?

*NetLingo.com
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
www.urbandictionary.com
www.erowid.org
www.bluelight.org
odh.ohio.gov
www.dancesafe.org
www.streetdrugs.org
www.projectghb.org
www.drugabuse.gov
www.inhalants.org
www.waterbedsnstuff.com
www.nida.nih.gov
www.samhsa.gov
www.teens.drugabuse.gov
www.preventionactionalliance.org
www.drugfree.org
www.FBI.gov/ChasingTheDragon
www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov

Where To Get Help 
findtreatment.gov
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STREET SMART OHIO

FOR SCHEDULING: 
streetsmartohio@ohiohidta.org

Cpt. Shawn Bain (Ret.)
(614) 506-2158
shawn.bain289@gmail.com
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