
• The COVID-19 pandemic may have influenced the outcomes/experiences of  
current M2-M4 students 

• Modifications were made during this time to continue to have MSSP students—i.e.
having a completely virtual MSSP experience one summer—which may have 
contributed to some of the opportunities  for improvement noted by current 
medical students 
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Figure 1 ⎹ Comparison of marijuana messaging in selected YouTube 
videos 

The majority of videos (88%) discussed pro marijuana messaging. 
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Methods 

• Physicians are key players in the field of medical research. Given 
the increasing emphasis placed on evidence-based medicine, 
recruiting medical students to do research in their field of study 
early on in their careers can contribute to both increased 
research literacy and increased interest in future research.

• The goal of Psychiatry MSSP is to increase student interest in 
psychiatry and psychiatric research. This program offers first-
year medical students an opportunity to explore psychiatry and 
behavioral neuroscience research with a mentor over four years, 
as well as a funded 5-week ($2000) summer research 
experience.

• In this study, we describe the methods of the Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Neuroscience Medical Student Scholars Program 
(MSSP) at University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and report 
the impact on students over the last decade.

Strengths of MSSP 

Possible Improvements to MSSP  

Figure 1  Demographic information about current MSSP students and alumni MSSP students. 

Figure 2  Comparison of research outcomes between Alumni and 
Current MSSP students. Majority of alumni presented a poster. The
majority of current students still have research in progress. 

Figure 3  Comparison of MSSP influence on current student and alumni 
student involvement in research. 

Figure 4 Current MSSP student reasoning for applying to the Psychiatry 
MSSP program. 

Figure 5  Current MSSP student responses. For the majority of students, it 
increased their interest in psychiatry.   

Figure 6  Alumni MSSP student responses. Majority of graduated 
students found the MSSP program helpful in picking their final 
specialty. 

Figure 7  Current MSSP student responses. The majority of students 
found the experience valuable in deciding on their future specialty. 
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Variable

MSSP 
Current 
Medical 
Students

MSSP Alumni 
Respondents

N = 21 N = 10
Gender
Female 12 57% 3 30%
Male 7 33% 7 70%
Non-Binary 2 10% 0 0%
Other 0 0% 0 0%
Year
M2 6 29%
M3 7 33%
M4 8 38%
Other 0 0%

Years since graduating UCCOM?
One 2 20%
Two 2 20%
Three 1 10%
Four 4 40%
Five 1 10%

Where do you work in medicine?
Private Practice 0 0%

Hospital 1 10%
Federal Government 1 10%
Community Health 0 0%
Academic Institution 7 70%
Other 1 10%
Specialty?
Psychiatry 7 70%
Emergency Medicine 1 10%
Anesthesiology 1 10%
Other 1 10%

How many research publications do 
you currently have?
nnnln0 2 9.50% 0 0%
nnnnl1-3 9 43% 4 40%
nnnln4-6 6 28.50% 2 20%
nnnln7-9 2 9.50% 1 10%
nnnln10+ 2 9.50% 3 30%
Do you do research in your current 
position?
Yes 4 40%
No 6 60%

Did you continue your research project 
with your mentor after the paid summer 
experience?
Yes 15 71% 6 60%
No 6 29% 4 40%
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