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A Newsletter from the Hunger Task Force of the Southern Ohio Synod                                                                        May, 2010

LUTHERAN MALARIA INITIATIVE BEGINS
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The Southern Ohio Synod Hunger Task Force is administrating the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) as a pilot synod of the ELCA. Because the Task Force is only in the preliminary planning phase of the work,  Chairman Pastor Henry Zorn states it means we are “building the bridge as we walk on it.”  The plan is to officially introduce the LMI at the Synod Assembly on May 21, 2010.  The Reverends Joene Herr and Glenn Bengson are doing much of the planning of events and activities to introduce the project to synod attendees, congregations, and church groups.

The Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) is an effort of global proportions, seeking to unify nearly eight million U.S. Lutherans through a partnership between Lutheran World Relief (LWR), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in the fight against malaria.  LMI’s goal is to raise $75 million to combat malaria through intensified efforts in education, advocacy, and mobilization of resources.   The Lutheran Malaria Initiative is scheduled to run through 2014. 
[image: image2.jpg]lutheran
malaria
initiative

Restoring health. Inspiring hope.



 Malaria is a preventable and treatable disease that kills more than one million people a year, primarily throughout sub-Sahara Africa.  It is a disease of poverty; most of the poor who are infected with malaria, primarily contracted through bites of the female mosquito, live in dwellings without door or window coverings.  The poor also have less access to medical care for treatment and have fewer resources to pay for care if it is available.  Malaria symptoms include fever, headaches, chills, vomiting, and anemia, which make working, attending school or caring for family difficult.  Malaria also reduces resistance to other diseases and illnesses.  People can contract malaria repeatedly in their lifetime.  

According to the World Health Organization (who.int), half of the world's population is at risk of malaria, and about 250 million cases led to nearly one million deaths in 2008.  African children have on the average 1.6 to 5. 6 episodes of malaria fever every year.  One child dies every 30 seconds from malaria; the majority of malaria deaths are children under the age of five and pregnant women.

The cornerstone to the LMI fundraising and awareness-building program in the United States will be a

grassroots approach, through synod and district structures and leadership, which provides an opportunity for Lutheran congregations to understand the depth of the issues surrounding malaria and to participate in LMI in a meaningful way. Comprehensive kits and other resources are being developed to assist congregations with implementing the LMI program as well as a website with all the tools a congregation would need to be successful. For more information, as it becomes available, check the LMI web site www.lutheranmalaria.org. 

Also, Pastor Herr has developed a page on Facebook; Check out lmi-sos, for updates on Southern Ohio Synod’s LMI activities.

 THRIVENT CHOICE OFFERS SUPPORT TO LMI AND HUNGER

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) and the Lutheran Malaria   Initiative (LMI) are  three of  10  choices  listed  as possible  recipients  of charitable funds through "Thrivent Choice" -- a new Thrivent Financial for Lutherans program.    As part of the program, members of Thrivent Financial will help choose where to direct up to $2 million between April 19 and May 21, 2010.

 Thrivent Financial members age 16 and older will vote to distribute $1 million among 10 national charitable entities — each selected based on input from Lutheran church leaders and members. If at least 350,000 members vote, Thrivent Financial will add an additional $1 million to the funds distributed, according to a Thrivent Financial news release.       At the end of the event, funds will be distributed to organizations based on the percentage of total votes received, stated the release.

 Thrivent Choice features an 11th option called "Thrivent Financial Should Select" for members who may be undecided about which entity to support, according to Thrivent's news release. If members choose this option, Thrivent Financial will distribute the funds among the 10 participating organizations.
 Thrivent Financial plans to launch a second aspect of Thrivent Choice in the summer called "Choice Dollars." In this program, eligible Thrivent Financial members will be able to help direct funds to thousands of Lutheran nonprofit organizations, including Lutheran congregations.     Thrivent Financial provides more than $100 million every year to help congregations, communities and individual in need.  Members of Thrivent financial are encouraged to vote at www.thrivent.com. 
LWR AROUND THE WORLD

Large congregations and small ones, youth groups, families, individuals—so many people joined together in the days, weeks and months following the earthquake to help the people of Haiti. In just three short months, the collective efforts—both large and small—have helped LWR raise more than $6 million for vital relief and development programs in Haiti.

High in the mountains of Bolivia sits the indigenous community of Ulca Alta, where, at altitudes between 3,500 and 4,500 meters above sea level, oxygen isn’t the only resource that’s hard to come by. Before Lutheran World Relief started working in Ulca Alta and the surrounding communities, their remote location made access to water very difficult. Now they have a water treatment system, and the health of the children and families has improved.

Did you know that 1.2 billion people lack access to clean and affordable water? And water-borne diseases kill 5 million people each year. But YOU can help provide water to those in need throughout the world.  A gift of as little as $35 will provide an emergency water filter to those in disaster situations. $150 gives a gravity-fed water filter that supplies a convenient source of clean water to families. $500 provides a sustainable and life-giving community water system. 
Help LWR Fill the Well and provide plentiful water to the world’s poorest people. Please gift a gift today or learn more at lwr.org/water.

CHILDHOOD HUNGER  –  A GROWING PROBLEM IN THE U.S.
Hunger advocates throughout the country have become increasingly concerned about children as poverty and unemployment rates continue to rise. Even before the economic recession, children were at greater risk of hunger—in fact, households with children are about twice as likely to experience hunger. In 2008, the last complete year for which we have data, nearly one in four children in the United  States were at risk of hunger—meaning that 16.7 million infants, children, and teens lived in families that could not always afford to put food on the table. Continued troubled economic times throughout 2009 can only mean that these numbers are even higher.

The fastest, most direct way to reduce childhood hunger is through national child nutrition programs. Child nutrition programs are effective only when they actually reach the children who need help. Strengthening the country’s nutritional safety net is a critical first step toward meeting the goal, embraced by President Barack Obama and others, of eliminating hunger among U.S. children by 2015.
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Congress passed a renewal of child nutrition programs in 2004, and the programs are due for review and reauthorization this month. Congress approved a temporary extension and expects to pass a five-year child nutrition reauthorization bill this year. 
In the meantime, Bread for the World continues to educate members of Congress about the improvements needed in the new legislation. Bread’s priorities are measures that increase low-income children’s access to and participation in these critical nutrition programs.
For families struggling to make ends meet—and for our whole society—child nutrition programs are an investment in the future. Children who experience hunger during the first three years of their lives can suffer damage to their health and development that is largely irreversible. Older children have difficulty concentrating and learning in school and are more prone to behavior problems. All of this can set up a destructive cycle that follows them into adulthood.
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Childhood hunger is rooted in poverty: low-wage workers struggle to make ends meet and feed their children. Without the opportunity to create a financial cushion or accumulate other assets, low-income families remain vulnerable. Even minor emergencies such as the car breaking down or a child’s illness can consume the monthly grocery budget very quickly. A long-term solution to childhood hunger certainly requires strong nutrition programs, but they are not enough. We need to also seek solutions that will put more money in the pockets of low-income workers. 
Providing summer meals to children who receive meal assistance during the school year has proven challenging.  There are far too few sites to do the job that schools do during the school year. When sites do exist, transportation can be a problem—school buses do not operate for summer food sites. As a result, only about 11 percent of the children who eat free school lunches receive lunch during the summer, leaving a gap of more than 17 million kids.

Bread for the World urges churches to learn more about the program and consider providing meals to low Income children at their church in the summer. To find out more about becoming a Summer Food Service Program sponsor or meal site, visit www.summerfood.usda.gov  and click on “getting started.”
The above article is excerpted from Bread for the World Background Report: Childhood Hunger: A Time to Act by Michele Learner

                            See Congregations In Action section of this newsletter for what two SOS congregations are doing.

INFANT FOOD PROJECT

Victor Alexander, Director of the Infant Food Project sends this request: If your congregation is looking for an opportunity to feed the hungry then look no further. According to the U.N. Secretary General- 6 million children die of starvation each year, that’s 17,000 every day; one child every 5 seconds. This is no longer acceptable, we must act now. 
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The Infant Food Project is a public charity 501(c) 3 tax exempt organization. We serve the nutritional needs of infants in under-developing countries by collecting, purchasing, and distributing infant powdered cereal and infant powdered formula; we are currently operating in Haiti.

IFP asks each congregation in the Columbus, Ohio area to set aside one Sunday per year to ask their parishioners’ to bring in infant powdered cereal and infant powdered formula (no glass). They will collect them. If not in the Columbus area, a financial donation of any size will be greatly appreciated. All donations are tax deductable. For more information please contact: Victor Alexander, Director, INFANT FOOD PROJECT, P.O. Box 91169, Columbus, Ohio 43209. (614)239-5763 or visit www.infantfoodproject.com.

A MONTH OF POTLUCKS EXPANDS OUTREACH

Early in 2009 Pastor Kimberly S. Conway was bombarded by requests to participate in an online game called, “Covered Dish” where imaginary dishes were shared online. She began wondering what would happen if potlucks, a long-held American Lutheran tradition, could be used to make a difference.  She publicly asked this question and Pastor Mike Poole responded saying, “Let’s do it.” 

Rather quickly they worked up an idea that would engage congregations with the reality of world hunger and the call to end this pandemic, while connecting people with local agencies/ministries involved in hunger work, and raising money for ELCA World Hunger. What started as a silly game online became a real-life hands- on  event that is happening all over the country, bringing to life the motto: Together we can end hunger, one potluck at a time!  The project was so successful that in 2010 AMOPL received an ELCA grant to expand the project. 
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A Potluck to End World Hunger is a local community event with three objectives: 

  1.  to increase awareness around the issues of hunger 

  2.  to connect with a local agency/ministry working to end hunger

  3.  to partner with ELCA World Hunger and raise financial support for this 
      Churchwide ministry.
For more information and to register a potluck, go to www.amonthofpotlucks.org.

                                                                * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** ** ** * 
Southern Ohio Synod contributed $243, 843.43 to ELCA World Hunger in 2009, 
down by$3,166.36 from 2008.

CONGREGATIONS IN ACTION

Lord of Life and Christ The King, Lutheran Churches, West Chester

Joan Riggle writes that these two churches, along with other churches in the Lakota School District, will be participating in a Summer Lunch program this year.    This program, developed through the caseworkers and Butler County Success, serves the children of the school district who participate in the free lunch program during the school year to insure they will have a lunch during the summer months.

Lunches will be prepared starting the week of June 7th continuing through the week of August 16th.  Approximately 70 lunches will be prepared for each of the two locations.  This program has been in existence for several years and Joan states this has been a good experience for the churches as well as the children.

Grace, Springfield

Pastor Daniel Powell, along with his daughter Hannah, is teaching an adult Sunday School Class What Every Christian Should Know About Poverty, with emphasis upon the word “know.”  The intention of the class is to help participants better understand poverty, those who live in it, and those who don’t.  Members will be evaluating and identifying mindsets . . .i.e. What do we think about poverty and those who live in poverty?  Where does this thinking originate? They will look at what gets in the way of a church addressing poverty and ministering to the impoverished, often without being aware of it. For some, this series will be the beginning of a conversation about poverty . . . for others it will continue a conversation already taking place . . . for some, moved by God, this series will result in people taking tangible steps toward addressing poverty.
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Pastor Beverly DeBord reports that summer is the time for growing, but first it is a time for Taking Root.  To encourage growth this summer, Sunday School will break ground in two ways; all ages will learn together with a single focus.  The theme for the summer is Taking Root: Growing in Faith, Feeding Our Neighbors.  The goal is to increase knowledge about world hunger and take advantage of opportunities to show God’s love to those who suffer from hunger.

Classes begin on June 6th and continue through July 25th.  Each session of Taking Root will begin with participants of all ages together in the sanctuary for a time of music, Scripture memorization, and gathering of offerings.  Afterward, children will move to their respective classroom areas for age-appropriate activities that will reinforce understanding about world hunger and the Christian virtues of mercy, compassion, and charity.
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The culmination of Taking Root will be an all-congregational breakfast on July 25th,

featuring foods typical of Africa, South America, and Asia—areas of the world where 

hunger is especially widespread and acute.  The breakfast will offer an opportunity to 

sample not only the foods but also the portion sizes of thousands who live continually

on the margins of death from starvation.

Children and youth will study from the Taking Root curriculum published by ELCA Development Services; adults will discuss The Hole in Our Gospel  by World Vision President Richard Stearns.  The collected offerings from all ages for the seven weeks of the course will be donated to fund ministries that feed the hungry.

Messiah, Urbana

To kickoff the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, the congregation held a March Madness Free Throw Contest.  The winner was 11-year-old Owen McGuffey who made 56 free throws in 10 minutes.  The competition raised $785.

(Ed’s note:  Gardening time is here, and several churches send in news about their gardening projects.  If your congregation has gardening news, please let us know how your garden grows and how the produce benefits others. struchses@sbcglobal.net )

Redeemer, Columbus

This summer, Redeemer Lutheran is entering a new venture:   “Making Room —to Feed Neighbors.”  Kathleen Zwanziger reports this project is a multifaceted ministry encompassing the growing and then giving away of fresh produce—either at Redeemer or through the Lutheran Social Service Frebis/Champion Food Pantry.  Volunteers have begun to build raised beds on the church property.  Other volunteers have signed up for various tasks from planting and tending the plants to manning the Saturday morning distribution.

Through the local civic association, people in the neighborhood have been encouraged to participate by planting their own gardens and bringing in the excess to give away to those who need it.
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Cincinnati
On April 13, a Rogation Blessing was held at the Community Garden of the church.  The project is called the “ Garden of Eatin” and is for members of the church as well as non-members.  The garden has 21 plots, including two from which all produce is donated to a local food pantry.  One plot is a children’s plot for their learning about gardening.

Grace, Springfield

The garden ministry at Grace has expanded to the point where areas of work on the project had to be divided and new leaders recruited to attend to the many details.  Two Vegetable and Garden leaders oversee the actual work of planting and harvesting:  the Community Care leader makes decisions about where the produce is most needed and arranges for its transport to the designated agency;  the Harvest Table leader  schedules workers for Sunday mornings  to ‘man”  the harvest table where produce is offered to church members to purchase for a donation, the proceeds of which are donated to a local food pantry;  the Flower Garden leader oversees the planting, cutting, arranging, and delivery of flowers to shut-ins of the congregation; the Publicity leader keeps the congregation and  the public informed about the activities.    Produce from the garden is donated to another church’s food pantry and is also used in meal preparation at a weekly meal for the community’s hungry.

Lutheran Social Services, Columbus

David Drumm reports that Souper Bowl of Caring activities in congregations, along with matching funds from the Thrivent Financial East Franklin Delaware Chapter contributed $10,800 to the agency’s food pantry.


Rebecca Shivler, coordinator of middle and high school education ministry, is dressed as a carrot to publicize Grace’s Taking Root summer Sunday School course.





Hunger Task Force Members    Rev. Henry Zorn, Chair


Rev. Glen Bengson; Rev. Orinda Brinkley; Terry Bruns; David Drumm; Sarah Ehler; Rev. Jonathan Eilert; Rev. Ruth Fortis; Rev . Joene Herr; Hilde Hildebrandt; Rev. Katrina Kerrigan; Lora Jollis; Rev. Mike Poole; Liz Senft; Rev. Monte Stevens; Kathleen Zwanziger; Rev. William McKee, staff; Susan Truchses, newsletter editor.











