ELCA Malaria Campaign: MoSKITo Script

A: [Wanders in front of the audience with a large mosquito on his/her shoulder.]

B: “Hey, (A’s name), what do you have on your shoulder?”

A: “It’s our state bird.”

B: “No, that’s a MOSQUITO! Don’t you know that mosquitoes carry diseases?”

A: “Really?! Like what?”

B: “In (A’s state), they carry diseases like the West Nile Virus.”

A: “Do people ever die from West Nile?”

B: “Not typically. However, throughout the world, the more serious and fatal mosquito-borne illness is malaria. Every year, nearly a million people die from malaria. Among the victims of malaria, 75% are women who are pregnant and children under the age of five. In fact, a child under the age of five dies from malaria every 45 seconds!”

A: “That’s terrible!”

B: “Yes it is. And, do you know what makes it worse?”

A: “No, what?”

B: “Malaria is PREVENTABLE and TREATABLE. The 350 to 500 million cases of malaria that occur each year do NOT have to happen.”

A [Aiming bug spray at the mosquito]: “’Sounds like an awful lot of mosquito repellent.”

B: “Not mosquito repellent. Instead, malaria containment needs capacity building and sustainable programs. These programs can provide adequate sanitation systems, eliminate standing water, educate people about malaria and its treatment, and offer accessible health care including medications. One of the best preventions is the use of MOSQUITO NETS like this one [holds up net]. A long-lasting insecticide treated bed or mosquito net can protect FOUR people from     malaria-carrying mosquitoes for up to FIVE years. Unfortunately, many people are too poor to buy a mosquito net.”

A: “So, are mosquito nets really expensive?”

B: “No, that’s the great part. A long-lasting insecticide treated mosquito net costs only $10! For most of us, that isn’t very much—we could just donate the change we save by giving up buying bottled water. We can also pool our money through the ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN. By working together throughout the ELCA and with our Companion Synods in Africa, the $10 provides the mosquito net, training in the proper use of the net, education regarding malaria’s symptoms and treatment, and follow-up to insure the net’s continued use. It can also help provide all of those programs that are essential for malaria containment.”
A: “That’s a great deal. But, why do I care? We don’t have malaria in (A’s state).”

B: “You’re right; we don’t. But, Christ calls us to act in faith and cast our nets. He says that whenever we reach out to care for our sisters and brothers who are in need, like all of the people who are at risk of malaria in Africa, we are caring for Christ. We can buy mosquito nets and help pay for malaria prevention and treatment programs for our sisters and brothers.”

A: “That’s awesome. I could prevent malaria by giving $10 for a mosquito net. How else can my

donations be used?”

B: “$25 can pay for indoor residual spraying of homes to eliminate mosquitoes.

$50 can provide anti-malarial medication for pregnant women.

$100 can enable our Companion Synods to train local education groups in Africa about malaria prevention and treatment.

$450 can sponsor an educational radio program that teaches malaria prevention and fever recognition.

$1,000 can support a music and drama group that will travel to villages to provide education about malaria.”

A: “So, only people with money to donate can help with the ELCA Malaria Campaign?”

B: “No, the ELCA Malaria Campaign needs ALL of us. Of course, it needs us to give of our financial resources as we are able, but it also needs advocacy. You can write to your legislators and ask them to support funding, such as for the Millennium Development Goals and the President’s Health Initiative, to prevent, treat, and contain malaria. The ELCA Malaria Campaign needs prayers for people who are at risk of or suffering from malaria and for people who work to contain malaria. Finally, the ELCA Malaria Campaign needs you to educate yourself, your congregation, and your community about malaria.”

A: “I sure can’t argue with that approach. Tell me more.”

B: “It’s also a great way to educate, engage, and empower youth as ELCA Malaria Campaign leaders in your congregation. There are countless fun ways for youth to raise congregational awareness about malaria and to collect donations. For example, many sports involve nets. Youth can form sports teams, collect pledges, and donate to the ELCA Malaria Campaign to help provide nets as well as to support the many ways to contain malaria. Youthful enthusiasm can educate, inspire, and lead congregations into action.”

A: “You’re right about that. What a win-win situation—involving youth and containing malaria. Tell me more.”

B: [Insert dialog appropriate to the context]

A: “Sounds like a plan to bring health and life to millions by taking the bite out of malaria.”

B: “Yes! ‘Where, O death, is your sting?’”!
