The Four Views of Youth Ministry
According to the book, “Four Views of Youth Ministry and the Church,” (Zondervan 2001) there are four main views of Youth Ministry.  

Which view or combination of views most closely coincides with the type of ministry currently going on in your congregation?
Which view or combination of views would you most like to see implemented in your congregation?

The Inclusive Congregational approach: This approach asserts that youth ministry is not to be separated from the rest of the congregation but rather youth ministry is about finding a place for youth involvement within every ministry aspect of the congregation.
The Missional approach: This approach sees youth ministry as a mission.  The idea is view school and community activities as opportunities for church youth to reach out to their non-believing friends.  The main goal is to train youth to use intentional evangelism and discipleship techniques in order to bring their friends to Christ and into their established congregation.
The Preparatory approach: This approach places its main focus on preparing youth to be future members of the existing congregation.  An emphasis is placed on coaching youth in the traditions and rituals of the current church system so they made one day take on the role of leadership within the church.
The Strategic approach: This congregational approach divides its programming by age groupings with the intentional (or unintentional) result being to create various congregations of people within the larger church context.  The paid youth staff person or volunteer leader becomes the main “face” of the congregation for youth.  Youth tend to revolve their church life around a defined system of activities within a congregational youth department.
