2013 Basic Baby Hat for WELCA Southern Ohio Convention In Kind Gift project to benefit Fairfield Medical 
General Directions -Size for medium–  7-10 pounds  Hat must stretch to 13 ½ “ TIP: should fit a large grapefruit
Abbreviations –TO=together;  K=knit;  P= purl;  st(s)= stitch(es); Dlb= double
If knitting flat allow a long enough tail to close the back and secure the pompom; pattern may be worked flat or in the round on 1 or 2 circular needles or Dlb point needles- no need to leave a long tail will not be closing a seam;  
Please note: Each yarn company seems to have their own way of naming sport and DK weight yarns for babies.  They seem to be similar in size depending on the brand.  Make a gauge swatch first, play with the needle size & number of stitches (it will be less work in the long run.) Cast on the number of stitches that gives you the correct size. Use only yarn designed for babies It is softer and is best for them.  No wool 
Baby Fingerling yarn (# 1 weight);  Needle size #3-straight, 1 or 2 circular needles or double points or size that will you the gauge;         Gauge - 14 sts= 2 inches;    
	ROW
	PATTERN  -    
	
	

	
	CAST ON 72 sts very loosely    Must stretch with no constriction to 13 ½ “;        (See CO HELP) 
	
	

	RIB
	Work in K 2, P2 ribbing for 3 inches 
	
	

	THEN
	Change to stockinette stitch –Knit for 3 inches;  flat-knit, purl, knit purl etc ; circular- knit all rows;  
	
	

	ROW
	DECREASE ROWS (to shape top of hat)
	
	

	1
	*Knit 6, knit 2 together * repeat across from * to *
	
	

	2 
	Work even (purl if knitting flat or knit if knitting circular)- no decreases 
	
	

	3
	*Knit 5, knit 2 TO* repeat across from * to *
	
	

	4
	Work even-no  decreases
	
	

	5
	*Knit 4,  K 2 TO*  across repeat across from * to *
	
	

	6
	Work even-no  decreases
	
	

	7
	*K 3, K 2 TO* across repeat across from * to *
	
	

	8
	Work even-no  decreases
	
	

	9
	*K 2, K 2 TO* repeat across from * to *
	
	

	10
	Work even-no  decreases
	
	

	11
	*K 1, K2 TO* across
	
	

	12
	Work even-no  decreases
	
	

	13
	*K 2 TO* repeat across from * to *  
	
	

	Next
	Cut approx. 12” long length of yarn;  THEN: Gather remaining sts onto this length and secure by running yarn through stitches again.  DO NOT cut this length of yarn off, it may be used to finish sewing  the back seam if hat was knitted flat and or if hat was knitted circular, use to make part of the pompom or to tie it onto the hat over the hole
	
	

	Finish
	IF APPLICABLE stitch hat together with an invisible seam - Check You Tube videos –mattress stitch seaming;      Make: Small Pompom and tie or sew  on hat  Check You Tube videos-make pompoms
Wash in gentle, non-fragrant soap/detergent; Rinse, use small amount white vinegar in next to last rinse to remove soap/detergent residue, rinse again 1 time or more to be sure no suds remain; dry flat; store in plastic bag when dry to keep clean; bring to SOS WELCA Convention September 13-14, 2013
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sport
	Baby  Sport  Yarn  ( # 2 weight)  Gauge -  11 sts = 2 inches    
	
	

	
	Needle size-   4    or the size that will give you the gauge     
	
	

	
	CO 64 sts very loosely    Must stretch with no constriction  to 13 ½ “     (See CO HELP)
	
	

	
	Continue with direction as above starting with the ribbing
	
	

	
	
	
	

	DK
	Baby  DK Yarn ( # 3 weight)  Gauge – 11 sts = 2 inches
	
	

	
	Needle size 6       or the size that will give you the gauge     
	
	

	
	CO 56 sts very loosely      Must stretch with no constriction  to 13 ½ “    (See CO HELP)
	
	

	
	Continue with direction as above starting with the ribbing
	
	

	CO HELP
	Here are some tips - Having trouble with your cast on- will not stretch long enough?  Check You Tube videos for a stretchier cast on- Old Norwegian long tail cast on(stretchiest), Long tail cast on, cable cast on; may need to increase your needle size up 1 or 2 sizes when the cast on doesn’t stretch long enough  
	
	


